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MALAYSI A CAN PLAY BI G ROLE AS O C CHAI RMAN, SAYS KAZAKHSTAN

By: Ahmad Zuki man Zain

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 3 (Bernama) -- Malaysia can play a big role in
| eadi ng the 57-nenber Organisation of Islamc Conference (OC) into
becom ng an effective, respected and organi sed body, Kazakhstan's
Ambassador to Ml aysia, |kram Adyrbekov, said here today.

Descri bing Mal aysia as a rare exception in the developing world in
terms of possessing high information and comuni cati on technol ogy, he was
confident that the country could positively influence other nenber
countries and serve as an exanple for action

"The | eadership of this country has advanced views on ongoing world
devel opnents, calls for observance of genuine Islanmic values and strictly
rejects all kinds of religious extrenism

"During nunerous O C neetings, Ml aysia has always stressed the need
for menber countries to perfect and continously upgrade know edge in
di fferent spheres, not only in theology," he told Bernama in an interview
in conjunction with the 10th OC Summit to be held in Putrajaya in Cctober.

The Central Asian republic joined OC in 1995 and has been
participating actively in its activities, including hosting the just-ended
I sl ami ¢ Devel opnent Bank (I DB) neeting in A nmaty.

Adyr bekov hoped that by having a concrete agenda and initiatives,

Mal aysi a woul d overcone the main current challenge faced by the O C --
di scord anong its menber- St ates.

Mal aysia will take over from Qatar as the O C chairman for the next
three years when it hosts the Sunmit from Cct 11 to 18

Adyr bekov said the upcoming OC Sunmmit was an inportant event as it
would be the first to be held after the Sept 11 terrorist attacks on the
United States which had changed the entire gl obal situation

"We can expect that the Summit will focus on the situation in the
M ddl e East and underline the neeed for preserving the positive inage of
Islamin the wake of the worldwi de anti-terrorism canpai gn," he said.

The nost inportant thing was to find out what could be done to nake the
O C an effective organisation and maintain peaceful dialogue between I|slam
and the West, he said.

Asked how the West could be nmade to better understand Islamin the
aftermath of the Sept 11 attacks, he said open and unbi ased dial ogue nust
be held to understand each ot her.

"Religion is a very delicate aspect and nany tinmes was a reason for
conflict. Today religion nust be a tool for unification and friendship," he
sai d.

Kazakhstan is organising an International Religious Assenbly from Sept
23 to 24 in its capital of Astana ainmed at discussing the potential of
religion to contribute to world peace.

He agreed with Malaysia's call to the international conmunity to
address the root cause of terrorismin their effort to overcone the
scour ge.

"By arresting and elimnating terrorists one would not achieve any
sensible result. The best way of fighting terrorismis resolving its root
causes.

"And terrorism does not refer to Muslins in particular. It can happen
in any place where people face social difficulties and live in poverty," he
sai d.

On the Summit's theme "Know edge and Mrality for the Progress of the



Umah", Adyrbekov said knowl edge and norality were the inportant things
needed by the Mislim community.

"The Prime Mnister (Datuk Seri Dr) Mahathir Mhamad is absol utely
right in warning Muslins not to be limted by religious studies.

"Moreover, there are sone groups which are not only nisrepresenting
I slami ¢ teachings but spreading a negative attitude with regard to nodern
non-religious know edge," he said.

Log on to www. bernama. confoi csunmit for related stories on the OC
Summit at Putraj aya.
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