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Mahat hi r - Sover ei gnty
MALAYSI A DOES NOT RECOGNI SE Sl NGAPORE CLAI M5 ON PULAU BATU PUTEH

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 6 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad today said
Mal aysi a does not recogni se Singapore's clains of sovereignty over Pulau Batu
Puteh until the matter is resolved by the International Court of Justice (ICJ)

in The Hague.
"As far as we are concerned, our claim (on Pulau Batu Puteh) still stands
and their claim (also) still stands.

"They want to go where they claimthey are entitled to, and we are entitled
to go there (too)," said the Prime Mnister, when asked to coment on the
statenent by Singapore Foreign Mnister S. Jayakumar today that the republic had
been in sovereignty of Pulau Batu Puteh since nore than 150 years.

Mal aysi a and Singapore today put into notion |egal procedures to end their
territorial dispute over Pulau Batu Puteh by signing a special agreenment to
refer the matter to the ICJ in The Hague.

Earlier today, Singapore's Foreign Mnister S. Jayakunar, speaking at a news
conference in Putrajaya after the signing of the Special Agreement to refer the
dispute to the 1 CJ), said that Singapore would continue to exercise ownership
over the island.

"Qur stance now is no different fromthe stance that we have all these
years, which is, the status quo is maintained until and unless the ICJ alters
the status quo," he said.

Jayakumar said that the status quo neant that Singapore had been in
owner shi p, control and sovereignty over Pulau Batu Puteh since nore than 150
years.

In response to Jayakumar's remarks, Syed Hamid countered that Mal aysia and
its people had always nmintained that Pulau Batu Puteh was part of the territory
of the Johor Sultanate and, as such, part of Ml aysia.

In a separate statenent issued after the signing cerenony, he said that
Mal aysi a' s enforcenent agencies and their vessels and aircraft would exercise
its rights over Pulau Batu Puteh waters and airspace pending the I1Cl's ruling on
the territorial dispute.
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