21 JUN 2003
Mahat hi r- W ndi ng-up (Contract)
MALAY CONTRACTORS SHOULD BE PREPARED TO COWPETE, SAYS DR MAHATH R

KUALA LUMPUR, June 21 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad said
today that the Malay contractors nust be prepared to conpete not only with
the other races but also with their fellow Ml ays.

The prine minister said that the battle for contracts was now occurring
not only anmong the Ml ay, Chinese and Indian contractors but also anong the
Mal ays thensel ves.

"We don't think of giving contracts to Umo nenbers only because the
governnment nust al so be synpathetic to the non-Umo nenbers,” Dr Mhathir,
who is also Umo president, said when winding up the debate on the award of
contracts to Umo nenbers on the |last day of the party's 54th genera
assenbl y.

He said the governnent encouraged conptetition to give a fair chance to
all the people.

Dr Mahathir also said that Umo was getting bigger with its nenbership
exceeding 3 mllion out of the 11.7 mllion Malays in the country.

"This nmeans that there's an Umo nenber for every four Ml ays," he
sai d.

He said that although not all Ml ays were Umo nenbers, the non-nenbers
were al so i nportant because they were voters.

Dr Mahathir again rem nded the people to know the Europeans who
constantly attenpted to conquer others nentally and physically.

He al so supported Umo vice-president Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak's
suggetion in his w nding-up speech that a School O OGCccidental Studies be
set up in local institutions of higher I|earning.

"This is not to hate them but to know their characteristics because
whenever we want to negotiate with a person, we nust know his personality.
If he's a rogue, negotiate the roguish way, if he's good, negotiate the
good way," he said.
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