17 FEB 2003
NAM Mahat hir (Chair)
MALAYSI A CONFI DENT ABOUT LEADI NG NAM

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 17 (Bernama) -- Ml aysia is confident about | eading
the 114-nenber Non-Aligned Mvenent (NAM for the next three years, Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad said today.

"We feel quite confident that we can |lead NAM for the next three
years," he said when asked on South African President Thabo Moeki's
statenment that Kuala Lunmpur is well placed to take over the novenent's
chai r manshi p.

Dr Mahathir said this at a nedia conference after witnessing a dry-run
for the NAM Summit opening cerenony at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre (PWCQ)
here.

Moeki was reported as saying that South Africa was glad that Ml aysia
was able to host the sunmit and that Dr Mahathir could provide the
| eadership required for the novenent to face current chall enges.

Moeki will hand over the Chair to Dr Mahathir at the 13th NAM Sunmit,
which will be held fromFeb 20 to 25 at the PWC

Mal aysia will chair the novenent for three years, until the convening
of the 14th sunmit.

Dr Mahathir was al so asked on Singapore Foreign Mnister S. Jayakumar's
remark describing himas an "entertaining story-teller" after his
di scl osure that his Singapore counterpart, Goh Chok Tong, did not agree to
the construction of a new bridge to replace the Causeway because of Goh's
nost al gi a over the Causeway.

"It doesn't matter, that is his coment,” said Dr Mhathir.

When pointed out that it was a never ending story on Ml aysi a- Si ngapore
bilateral relations, Dr Mahathir said: "Yeah...but I'mnot going to
continue the story."

On Friday, during a working visit to Johor, Dr Mahathir said Ml aysia
woul d proceed with the construction of the new bridge on the Johor side
despite the | ack of cooperation from Si ngapore.

He also revealed that he was infornmed by Senior Mnister Lee Kuan Yew
that Goh was not in favour of the project.

"Because he (Goh) has a sense of nostal gia over the Causeway, he (Lee)
said that we (Ml aysia and Singapore) can construct the bridge after Goh
Chok Tong's retirenent..this is what he (Lee) told ne," Dr Mahathir said.

On a proposal that the Umo general assenbly scheduled for this June be
postponed to October, Dr Mahathir said: "I do not see any reason for us to
post pone the assenbly until October."

Col umi st Awang Selamat, in his M ngguan Ml aysia "Bisik-bisik
M ngguan" colum yesterday, suggested that the Umo general assenbly be
post poned until October.

Awang Selamat said this would allow Umo to organise a very mneani ngful
farewell for its |eader who is also a respected |eader of the country.

Dr Mahathir has announced that he will relinquish all his governnent
and party posts in Cctober, after the Organisation of Islamc Conference
(AC Summit, which Kuala Lunpur will host.

He has naned Deputy Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Abdull ah Ahnmad Badawi as
his successor.
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