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MALAYSI A LOSES AN | LLUSTRIOUS SON IN THE DEATH OF RAJA MOHAR

By: Kurniawati Kamaruddin

KUALA LUMPUR, June 8 (Bernama) -- The long line of top dignitaries from
the King to the Prine Mnister who called at the home of the late Raja Tun
Mohar Badi ozaman in Jal an Damai, Anpang, speaks volunes of the nman who
served the nation until his last breath.

Raj a Mohar died at the Pantai Medical Centre at 3.19am today. He was
81.

He faithfully served the country in nunerous capacities under three
Prine Mnisters.

Their Majesties the Yang di-Pertuan Agong Tuanku Syed Sirajuddi n Tuanku
Syed Putra Janalullail and the Raja Permai suri Agong Tuanku Fauzi ah Tengku
Abdul Rashid were anong the first to arrive to pay their respects to Raja
Tun Mohar whose | ast appoi nnent was that of Chairman of Perodua (Perusahaan
O onobi |  Kedua) .

The | ate Raja Mhar was born in Kuala Kangsar in 1922. He studied at
Sekol ah Menengah difford and pursued his further studies at the Raffles
Col l ege in Singapore.

He obtained his BA (Hons) in Economics from Canbridge University in
1952 and a year later obtained his Diploma in Agricultural Econonics from
Oxford University.

He joined the Malay Adninistrative Service in 1938 and |ater the
Mal ayan CGivil Service in 1952 and served in various capacities until 1971
when he was appoi nted secretary-general of the Finance Mnistry. He was
Speci al Econonic Adviser to the Prime Mnister from 1972 to 1988.

He al so served in the private sector and was, anong ot hers, chairmn of
Mal aysi an Airlines (MAS), Petronas and Bank |slam Ml aysia Bhd. Until his
death, he was chairman of Perusahaan O onobil Kedua Sdn Bhd (Perodua).

Raj a Mohar, who received the 'Tokoh Maal Hijrah' award in 1993, was
al so pro-chancellor of Universiti Sains Ml aysia (USM.

The Yang di-Pertuan Besar of Negeri Senbilan Tuanku Jaafar, the Regent
of Perlis and the Raja Muda of Perak also paid their |ast respects.

Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasnmah Mbhamad Ali
and Deputy Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnmad Badawi were al so there.

Dr Mahathir said Raja Mohar had served the country till his |ast
br eat h.

"Tun was not only my econom ¢ adviser...had al so advised Tun Hussein
(Onn) and Tun (Abdul) Razak," the Prime Mnister told reporters.

Abdul l ah said the late Raja Mhar had served the public and private
sectors with excellence.

"We have lost an illustrious son who served the nation well and played
a very inmportant role in the country,” he said.

Def ence M nister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak said Raja Mhar was highly
dedi cated and fully discharged his responsibilities.

He was a man of the highest integrity and respected by all including
governnent officers and his |eadership and role should be emulated by the
present generation, Najib said.

Perodua Managing Director Tan Sri Abdul Rahman Omar said he woul d
al ways treasure the experience of working with Raja Mhar.

"As Chairman, he laid down the guidelines for the managenent group and
was a professional."”

"It was very easy to work with him..he was a hunble man," he said.

Petronas Chairman Tan Sri Azizan Zainul Abidin said the late Raja Mhar



had nmade i nmense contributions to the nation

He served his country well, Azizan added.

Busi nessman Datuk Siew Nin Chee, who could not hold back his tears
said he had known Raja Mhar for nore than 50 years

"He was |ike an elder brother to ne..... | called him Ungku...Raja Mbhar
was one of Ml aysia's greatest sons," he said.
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