10 FEB 2003
Haj - Ar af ah
MALAYSI AN PI LGRIMS FULFIL HAJ | N PEACE AND HARMONY

Arafah (Saudi Arabia), Feb 10 (Bernama) -- A sea of white-robed
pilgrims, anounting to 2.5 mllion Muslins, lined up at their canmps in the
m ddl e of Arafah begin the Haj pilgrinmage.

At the Southeast Asia Miassasah canp, Ml aysian Haj pilgrinms, both old
and sick, conpleted their ascended up the sacred Munt Arafah near Mekah
t oday.

The chief for the Malaysian pilgrims Datuk Dr Haji Azm Haji Ahmad said
Tabung Haji ensured the elderly and the sick were ferried to Arafah by bus.
And 240 pilgrins, who were too ill, were taken by anbul ance yesterday.

Azm said this was a new arrangenent by Tabung Haji to ensure all
pilgrins were able to fulfil the Haj.

Tabung Haji also transported themto Mna tonight and hired people to
"stone the devil' on their behalf. The old and infirmwere carried to
ensure they were able to do this on the second day of Tashrik on Feb 12 and
13 Feb.

Dr Azm said as of this evening 36 deaths occurred anbng Ml aysi an
pilgrinms conpared to 56 people the |last season. The Mnister in the Prine
M ni ster Departnent also conducted the Arafah sernon and |ed the Ml aysians
in the Zohor prayers.

Dr Azmi said Allah had placed Muslins at a high level as his guest to
the Holy Land while in the Wst human beings were viewed as small and
insignificant. He urged Muslins to repent and pray.

The Ml aysian Haj pil grimge went as planned and he advised famlies of
Haj pilgrinms in Malaysia not worry as everything was peaceful.

Tonorrow, 10 Zulhijjah or Aidil Adha in the Holy Land, all prigrins
woul d proceed to conplete their pigrimage in Mna and Mekah, then fly hone
on Feb 17 and arrive in Kuala Lunpur on Feb 18.

He urged Muslimin Malaysia to pray for the safe returns of all the Haj
pilgrims. He also wi shed Selanmat Hari Raya to Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohanmad and all Muslins in Ml aysi a.
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