22 SEP 2003
SAMY- ALGERI A
MALAYSI AN CONSORTI UM TO BI D FOR ALGERI AN PRQJIECT

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 22 (Bernama) -- Ranhill Jawala Consortium wll
sunmit a bid for the construction of a 1,216km highway in Al geria.

The bid, which will be subnmitted to the Al gerian governnent, is a
foll owup to the Menorandum of Understanding (MU) signed between the
Al gerian governnent and the consortium |l ast nonth.

Wrks Mnister Datuk Seri S. Samy Vellu said the consortium was
undertaking a study on the proposed project, costing US$3.2 billion, and
would subnit a formal bid for the project around April.

"This is a followup to the MU signed during Prine Mnister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahathir Mhanmad's visit to Algeria last nonth and the bid will include
buil ding of tunnels, rest areas and service stations along the highway," he
sai d.

Sany Vellu said this after a luncheon with his Al gerian counterpart
Amar Choul, who is on a four-day visit to the country, after arriving here
yest er day.

Ranwi |1 Sdn Bhd is a Malaysian firmwhile Jawala is an Al gerian conmpany
i nvolved in infrastructure construction.

The proposed highway will be known as the East-Wst Al gerian H ghway.

Sany Vellu said it was not the sole project Mlaysian firns were
interested in as there were also ports and airports construction jobs.

He said Mal aysian construction firnms had so far spread their wings to
10 countries and if Al geria agreed to Ranhill's proposal, it will becone
the 11th nati on.

Mal aysi an firnms had successfully bid for projects worth nore than RWD
billion in all 10 countries.

Amar Ghoul, when asked about the Ml aysian bid, said that Al geria had
trust in Malaysian firns based on their track records.

"We are looking for an international consortiumto built the highway,"
he said. -- BERNAMVA
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