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Mahat hir-Hariri

MALAYSI A ONE OF THE WORLD S MOST SOPHI STI CATED ECONOM ES, SAYS LEBANESE
PM

By: Azman U ang

BEI RUT, Jan 21 (Bernama) -- Ml aysian Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad has turned his country into one of the world s nost
sophi sticated economnies, Lebanese Prime Mnister Rafic Hariri said Monday.

Describing Dr Mahathir as a big | eader of the noderate Muslim world, he
said that Ml aysia and Dr Mahathir "present the real Islant.

Speaking at a joint news conference with Dr Mahathir at the end of
their bilateral talks on the first day of the prime mnister's visit here
he said:

"You know how rmuch Muslins these days are under attack and we are very
proud to have a leader like Dr Mahathir, who is very well-known in the
wor | d".

"He is a leader with a vision, noderate, strong and has led his country
to the best and this shows an exanple to noderate Miuslinms of what they can
achieve in leading their countries and Ml aysia is one of the [|eading
countries in the Muslimworld,"” he said.

Asked if he would miss Dr Mahathir, who is due to step down in Cctober
this year after 22 years as prinme mnister, he replied

"Shoul d be. W have tal ked about this, you know this is up to the
Mal aysi an people and to the prinme mnister to decide, but if we had a word,
I would ask himto stay.

Hariri said he told Dr Mahathir during their meeting that he woul d
al ways be wel come to Lebanon as a great friend and as a |eader of the
noderate Muslim world.

He said Dr Mahathir was not only the | eader of Malaysia but also one of
the few | eaders of the world who took his country from where it was 22
years ago and to what it is now.

"So we wel come you here. W feel proud that you are anbng us, your
peopl e and yourself are always wel cone to Lebanon anytinme," he said.

Dr Mahathir said he was amazed at the reconstruction of Lebanon, a
country ravaged by 15 years of civil war that ended in 1990

"I was very keen to cone to see for nyself the changes that have taken
pl ace since ny last visit five years ago. |'m quite amazed. Flying in just
now | could see tremendous construction that has been conpleted with
hi gh-rise buildings all over the city.

"l think this is a great job that has been done by the |eadership in
Lebanon, especially Prinme Mnister Hariri

Dr Mahathir said he was very glad that he had nmade this visit which
enabled himto renew the friendship and cooperati on between the two
countries.

The prine mnister, who is acconpani ed by several top businessnen,
expressed confidence that the businessmen from Malaysia would help to build
greater economc interaction with Lebanon to the mutual benefit of both
countries.

Mal aysi a has pledged RML.4 billion loan for the reconstruction at the
Paris conference on Lebanon which he attended |ast Novenber.

Asked about the Paris conference, Dr Mahathir said it was a very good
neeting and the countries that participated were very generous in helping
Lebanon rebuild its economy while participation at the conference was at a
hi gh |evel.

The conference was hosted by French President jacques Chirac

"I"'mvery sure that this will be very helpful to Lebanon because it



will help to reduce the cost of nobney which Lebanon needs in order to

reconstruct from now on. | should imagine that it will be able to reduce
your debts and will create prosperity for Lebanon to enable you to grow
much faster.

The Paris conference raised nore than US5 billion (RML9 billion). Saud

Arabia offered the largest contribution of US700 million (RVM2.6 billion)
France US500 million (RML.9 billion) and Malaysia and other Qulf states put
up a total US4 billion (RML5.2 million). The remaining US1 billion (RMB.8
billion) was pledged by the countries in technical aid.

Hariri said that in his talks with Mahathir he encouraged Malaysia to
participate in gas exploration in Lebanon as well as in the privatisation
of electricity and water supply.

He said he would also |ike Ml aysian busi nessnen to invest in the
cellular phone and tel ecomunications industry in the country.

Asked if WMl aysian conpani es would be given special concession when
investing in the country, Hariri said Lebanon's sytem was based on open
tender and open system but he was sure that Mal aysi an conpani es woul d be
treated "as friends".

"Ml aysi an conpanies, |'m sure, offer conpetititve prices. The cost of
construction in Milaysia, to the best of ny know dege, is conpetitive to
nmost of the world, so we encourage Ml aysi an conpanies to cone and
participate in the devel opnent of Lebanon," he said.

To this, Dr Mahathir said he felt Lebanon had becone a very stable
country.

"Of course, when the war was being fought here, we never thought that
it would ever recover but when | cane here five years ago, you were already
begi nning to rebuild Lebanon and it has been very stable ever since

"Now that |1'm here again, | feel that you are able to naintain that
stability and therefore you would be very attractive for foreign investnent
and foreign participation in your econom c devel opnent.™

He said there had al ways been very good understandi ng between them and
he considered Hariri as a very good friend apart from being the |eader of
Lebanon.

"W have always got on very well together, we tal ked about friendship
and about how we could inprove relations between our two countries,
especially in the trade and economic fields," he said.
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