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By: Ahmad Zuki man Zain

PORT MORESBY, Cct 25 (Bernanm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad ended
his last official visit overseas as Prime Mnister with a firm declaration
of Malaysia's stand to have good relations with all countries irrespective
of whether they are snmall or devel oped nations.

"What we want is more friends and we will be safer with nore friends
ar ound.

"Close relations are very inportant for a trading nation |ike
Mal aysia...if we do not have close relations it will be difficult for us to
find new narkets and also to obtain supplies from the various countries,"
he said.

Dr Mahathir said this to the Ml aysian press corps that had been
acconpanying himon his official visits to Tinor Leste and Papua New QUi nea
since Wednesday. This is his last overseas trip as Prine Mnister before
st eppi ng down on Friday.

The Prinme Mnister who arrived here yesterday for a two-day officia
visit was asked why he had chosen these two countries as the |ast
destinations to visit before his retirenent.

He said soon after becoming Prine Mnister 22 years ago his first visit
overseas was to the small South Pacific nations of Fiji, Tonga and Western
Sanpa.

"Hence | am ending ny tenure (as Prine Mnister) in the same way by
making visits to these countries who have had profound relations with us
than the rich countries,” he said.

The Prime Mnister said his visit to Tinor Leste rem nded him of the
situation in Malaysia before it attai ned progress.

"W are sonetines quick to forget... when we have achi eved progress, we
beconme conceited and behave as though all this is normal and forget our
poverty and the difficulty we endured in overcomng this poverty," he said.

His visit to Papua New Quinea is the third after being here in 1982
just a year after he becanme Prime Mnister and then again in 1984 to attend
t he Conmonweal th Heads of Governnent Meeti ng.

Dr Mahathir said he also visited these countries to know the actua
situation on the ground and to provide any help if necessary.

He said the small nations that he visited appreciated what Ml aysia was
doing to help them

"The countries of Africa and the Pacific are closer to us while the
devel oped countries are not that concerned about us except when they want
to sell sonething to us |ike weapons," he added.

Dr Mahathir said Japan however had given nuch help to Ml aysia
i ncluding soft loans with repaynment periods stretching sonetines for up to
40 years.

"l hope we don't become arrogant because of the devel opnent we have
achi eved. "

On help to poor nations, he said under the Ml aysian Techni cal
Cooperation Programme (MICP), Ml aysia was offering training facilities to
poorer countries.

Dr Mahathir said Malaysia did not want to be hostile to any country
i ncludi ng devel oped nati ons.

"...but if we are condemed, criticized by them we have the right to
condem and criticize themas they too are not that perfect and at tines
wor se than us,"” he added.



Dr Mahathir, acconpanied by Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mhamed Ali,
returns hone this evening.
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