11 SEP 2003
Par | i anent - Bl ackl i st
160, 000 BLACKLI STED FROM ENTERI NG MALAYSI A

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 11 (Bernama) -- Mal aysian I mm gration has
bl ackl i sted 160, 000 people fromentering the country in the interest of
national security, the Dewan Rakyat was told today.

They included active nenbers of the Jemmah |slamyah (JI), Deputy Hone
M ni st er Datuk Chor Chee Heung told the House during Question Tine.

They were barred to prevent themfromjeopardising the country's peace
and security not only fromthe aspect of subversive and crimnal activities
but also fromall other aspects, he said.

They were bl acklisted based on established criteria, he told Teresa Kok
( DAP- Seput eh) during Question Tine in the House.

Teresa wanted to know if JI menbers were also in the Ml aysi an
I mm gration bl acklist.

The Parliamentary Secretary to the Finance Mnistry Hashimlsmil told
the House that deposits from governnent agenci es nade up about 20 per cent
of the entire deposits in the Islam c Banking systemin the country.

This clearly showed the governnent's backing for the |slam c Banking
system he said when wi nding up the debate on the |slam c Banking
(Anendnent) Bill 2003.

He said the governnent always encouraged its agencies to use the
I sl am ¢ Banki ng servi ces.

He rejected the claimby the PAS nenber for Kual a Kedah Mohamad Sabu
that the Islamc Banking services were used nore by PAS nenbers than
gover nment supporters.

The Bill was ainmed at enpowering the Finance Mnister to provide
licences to foreign conpanies to step up Islamc Banks in Ml aysi a.
The Bill was | ater passed.

The Dewan will sit again tonorrow at 4pmfor the tabling of the Budget
by the Prine Mnister and Finance M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhanad.
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