07 AUG 2003
Mahathir-Satellite
MALAYSI A' S SECOND M CROSATELLI TE NAMED " RAZAKSAT"

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 7 (Bernamm) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Moharmad today named the country's second national mcrosatellite as
"RazakSAT" in honour of the late Tun Abdul Razak Hussein, Malaysia s second
prinme mnister.

The function to nane the satellite, formerly known as the "MacSAT", was
hel d at Astronautic Technology (Msia) Sdn Bhd (ATSB) in Technol ogy Park
Mal aysi a, Bukit Jalil, here.

RazakSAT is an earth observation satellite which carries
medi um aperture caneras.

The nmicrosatellite is jointly devel oped by ATSB and Satreci Conpanies
Ltd of South Korea. It is capable of capturing digital imges of 2.5-netre
pancromatic and 5-metre multispectral resol utions.

Wrk to develop this satellite officially took off in 2000 when 16 ATSB
engineers were sent to South Korea to collaborate with their counterparts
t here.

Part of the RazakSAT sub-system a crucial conponent of the
nmcrosatellite, was however developed locally by ATSB engi neers.

Thi s production of RazakSAT sub-system nmarked the first occasion that
such a high technology satellite conponent was devel oped in Ml aysia by
| ocal aerospace engineers.

Devel opnent of the satellite enconpassed three phases -- design
construction and |aunch.

RazakSAT is scheduled to be launched into orbit in August next year.

ATSB was established by the Mal aysi an governnent to inplenment the
mcrosatellite technol ogy programe.

The progranme trains local engineers in satellite techniques, formng
the nucleus of the Ml aysian space industry's human resources.

This has resulted in the devel opnment of the country's first
mcrosatellite -- the "TiungSAT-1", launched into orbit on Sept 26 2000.
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