15 FEB 2003
Mahat hir-A C
MALAYSI A TO I NI TI ATE | NFORVAL A C MEETI NG | N KL

PUTRAJAYA, Feb 15 (Bernanm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad said
today that Ml aysia is disappointed with Qatar's rejection of a proposal to
hol d an energency neeting of the Organisation of Islanic Conference (O Q)
after the NAM summit in Kuala Lunmpur, and will find other ways to hold a

nmeeting.

"Qur Foreign Mnister has already contacted Qatar and Qatar did not
agree to hold an energency O C neeting here. But we will try to find ways
(to hold a meeting), informally maybe," the Prine Mnister told reporters

after neeting 11 Palestinians at his official residence, Seri Perdana,
here.

Asked how Mal aysia as an O C nenber felt about Qatar's stand, Dr
Mahat hir said: "Wll, we are very disappointed because we are here, so nmany
heads of government of O C countries who are also NAM countries are here.
It is a good opportunity for us to neet and discuss informally to have a
comon stand on the Iraq issue."

He said the O C neeting was nooted by Iranian President Mhanmad
Khatam , who had tel ephoned him and suggested that the neeting be held soon
after the NAM summit, which runs from Feb 20-25.

Qatar currently holds the O C presidency.

On the Iraq issue, Dr Mahathir said the latest report tabled by the
United Nations weapons inspectors did not say that Iraq has weapons of nass
destructi on.

"All they are saying is that Iraq was not cooperating; how the Iragis
must cooperate | don't know because apparently they have shown
everything...but they (the US) are still saying that we know you have
somet hi ng but you are not show ng.

"I'f they know then they should go there," he said.
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