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O C-Hariri
MALAYSI A'S LEADERSH P WLL PROPEL THE O C, SAYS HARI R

By: Ahmad Zuki man Zain

PUTRAJAYA, Cct 14 (Bernanm) -- Malaysia's distinguished role in the
world will lend prestige to the 57-nmenber Organisation of the Islamc
Conference (O C) under its |eadership, Lebanese Prine Mnister Rafic Hariri
sai d today.

He gave several reasons which he believed would enable Malaysia to play
a constructive and productive role as the O C chairnman for the next three
years.

"First, the successful political and econoni c experience of Ml aysia
makes it qualified to be a nodel for the Muslins and their countries.

"Second, the clear independence of the Ml aysian foreign policy whereby
Mal aysi a does not have a policy of joining axis, nakes everyone listen to
its opinion," he told Bernana in an e-nail reply in conjunction with the
10th OC Sumit here.

"The Islamic world which Malaysia will hold presidency over accounts
for a quarter of the world population and occupies a strategic place in
Asia and Africa and on the seas and oceans which link the world together.

"You can add to that the prom sing econom es of these countries," said
Hariri who will arrive here tonmorrow for the sumit, the first to be held
in the Asia Pacific region since the OC s inception in 1969.

Hariri said he was | ooking forward to neeting Prime M nister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mhanad, whom he described as "ny brother”, and the other
Islamic |eaders to discuss the situation in the Islanic Wrld.

The two-day summit begi nning Thursday, to be chaired by Dr Mahathir in
this new Mal aysian federal administrative capital, will draw the
| argest-ever participation from Muslim | eaders.

"I expect this sumit to be successful because of the seriousness of
Mal aysia in preparing for the sumrt and because of the inportant ideas
that Prime Mnister Dr Mahathir presented to make this sumit a success,"
he said.

On the thene of the summt, "Know edge and Mrality for the Progress of
the Unmah", Hariri said Ml aysia, as summit host, had chosen to address
directly the sensitive issues.

He said choosing "know edge and norality' as the thene for the policies
of the O C countries in the comng years was correct.

"Nevertheless, it is inportant that this nust not be taken to nean that
what the Islamic world is facing is noral or cultural problens.

"The problens that we are facing are political, econonic and
organi sational and the thread that ties all of them together is Progress,"”
he said.

Asked how effective the O C had been in neeting global challenges,
Hariri said it depended on what was neant by success and effectiveness.

"If you mean regular neetings and consultations concerning the
chal | enges that we face, we succeeded in that.

"W were sonetines able to be effective in solving conflicts and in
uni fying our positions in the international foruns concerning certain
probl ens.

"But if you nean transforming the OC into a bloc simlar to the
Eur opean Union, with specific policies in econonics and political issues,
then we have not reached that yet," he said.

-- Bernama
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