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Mahat hi r- M ndset
MALAYSI AN M NDSET MJUST BE DECOLONI SED- DR MAHATHI R

JOHOR BAHARU, Dec 4 (Bernam) -- Fornmer Prinme Mnister Tun Dr Mahathir
Moharmad has stressed the need for the mindset of certain Ml aysians to be
decol onised failing which it will be the biggest hindrance to nationa
devel opnent .

Accepting an honorary doctorate in managenment and engineering from
Uni versiti Teknol ogi Ml aysia (UTM here, Dr Mahathir said when the
governnent planned a viable project there was criticismnot only from
Europeans and their nedia but also from Ml aysi ans whose ni ndset had been
col oni sed.

"Infact after independence our mindset should no |onger be colonised
But it appears our colonial nmentality cannot be wholly discarded. Mny of
us still do not believe in our own capabilities," the forner Prime Mnister
sai d.

The doctorate was presented to Dr Mahathir by UTM Chancell or Her Roya
H ghness Sul t anah Zanari ah of Johor.

Dr Mahathir said nany still believed "that Europeans were nore capable
than us" and they considered noves to turn a devel oping country I|ike
Mal aysia into a fully devel oped nation as nere day-dreani ng.

It was true there could no |onger be direct colonial rule but they
coul d col onise through new ways by naki ng use of certain Ml aysians, who
have yet to free thenselves from the clutches of colonial thinking, as
tools, Dr Mahathir said

He al so rem nded certain |ocal non-governnental organisations (NGO,
created by the colonial nations to support foreign NGO which did not w sh
to see this country becone devel oped, not to becone their tools

Devel oprment projects such as Putrajaya, Cyberjaya, the North-South
H ghway, the electric train double track project, the Penang Bridge, the
Petronas Twin Towers and the KL International Airport (KLIA) were all
| abel l ed as nmega projects, he said.

These projects were opposed by the local NG3> and at tines by sections
of the local nedia and the media of former colonialists cheered |oudly
because their colonial mndset had becone so effective.

"If we free ourselves fromthese clutches and colonial mndset and
ponder about a Malaysia wthout these projects, which have been | abelled as

nmega projects...what else then we will have

"Imagi ne a Malaysia without all these devel opnent projects, what else
Wil be there to differentiate Ml aysia from other devel opi ng
nations...surely there will be none," he said.

The government had al so not neglected the rural areas which were
equi pped with roads, electricity, water, schools and clinics.

Dr Mahathir stressed that ©Malaysia was no bankrupt or beggar which had
to seek help from others to devel op these nega projects.

He said Malaysia's financial position was very nmuch stronger than that
of nost devel oping nations and even that of sone devel oped countries.

Moreover all these projects were useful and fully used by Ml aysi ans.

To develop the country and turn it into a devel oped one, Ml aysi ans
shoul d ai m hi gh.

"No doubt we should study every project that we want to put up and give
our views wi thout saying nega this and nega that. W should not echo the
views and the words of foreigners particularly our former colonialists,” he
sai d.



"We should resort to our own thinking and eval uati on based on our neans

and our needs."
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