15 FEB 2003
Mahat hi r - Pal esti ne
MALAYSI A TO DO ALL I T CAN TO HELP PALESTI Nl ANS, SAYS DR M

PUTRAJAYA, Feb 15 (Bernanma) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Moharmed said today Malaysia does not think it can do much to alleviate the
m series of the Palestinians suffering fromthe |sraeli aggression but wll
try its best to help them

"I don't think we can do nuch, the only thing we can do is to arouse
the conscience of Muslins and non-Mislinms on the issue so that they can
make a better judgenent of the problem

He told this to nore than 20 Pal estinians who had a dial ogue with him
at his official residence in Seri Perdana, here.

He said although the number of Palestinians killed by Israel
aggression was far higher than those killed in the Sept 11 terror attack on
the World Trade Centre in 2001, many in the international community were
not aware of the sufferings of the Pal estinian people.

"We of course understand the sufferings you have gone through and you
can be rest assured that we will do whatever we can to hel p," he said.

Dr Mahathir said with the loomng threat of war on lraqg, the people of
the world for the first tinme were realising how terrible war could be

He sai d people were rising against war and if the world could reject
war, then it could also understand the Pal estinians' plight

"W need to arouse the conscience of the world on this problem and that
killing Palestinians was not the way to solve this conflict," he said.

Dr Mahathir said while the Sept 11, 2001 terrorist attack gave the
i npression that the perpetrators of the crine were terrible but what the
Israelis were doing to the Pal estinians was far worse

He said he had told President Yasser Arafat that the Pal estinian
probl em would take a very long tinme to solve but "the people love their
country so nuch that they are willing to die for it."

Dr Mahathir said Muslinms were not against Christians or Jews but when
land belonging to Muslins were taken away, they had to react and reacting
violently was the only avenue left.

"The world will not get rid of the terrorist attacks. Leaders should
know that unless they solve the Pal estinian problem they cannot solve
terrorism” he said.

Due to terrorist attacks, he said, people were living in fear where
tanks were placed in airports and soldiers patrolling the streets.

"They are afraid to travel, to do business and this will not stop unti
we find an end to the Palestinian problem" he said.

Dr Mahathir said Ml aysia faced the comunist terrorist threat for 42
years but won the battle not only by arnms but also by ninds

Dr Mahat hir urged non-governnental organisations to fight for peace and
tell their governnments that peace was inporatnt to the world.

"What we can do is to prick the conscience of the world on the
Pal esti ni an probl em because those who died in Palestine are far nore than
t hose who died at the Wrld Trade Centre," he said.

He said the world needs peace and that war was not a solution to
achi eve this.

"War is a terrible thing. It kills people, mains people and innocent
people are killed. W do not want war but some negotiated peace

"Some NGOs are against war. As the nmonentum grows, you nust renenber
that during the Vietnam War, the first protest was small but gathered
monmentum until mllions of people were denonstrating against war and that



was only against the US," he said.

Dr Mahathir also said at present there appeared to be a huge anti-war
nmovement in the world.

"l am agai nst denonstrations but in this case, we have to show our
oneness with other people in the world who are protesting against war," he
added.
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