06 AUG 2003
Peace
MANI LA APPRECI ATES KL'S ROLE | N PEACE TALKS

MANI LA, Aug 6 (Bernanmm) -- Manila today extended its appreciation to
Kual a Lunpur for its willingness to play the principal role as host in the
peace tal ks between the Mro |Islamc Liberation Front (MLF) and the
Phi |'i pi ne governnment.

President Goria Arroyo specifically thanked Ml aysian Prinme Mnister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad for his initiative and willingness to host
the peace tal ks in Kuala Lunpur.

The tal ks were scheduled in May but put on hold following an attack on
the Siocon town on M ndanao island a few days before the peace talks. The
attack resulted in several deaths and Manila has blanmed the MLF.

The MLF, with a strong force of sone 12,500 has been fighting for an
i ndependent Islamc state in the southern tip of the Philippines since
1978.

Arroyo extended the appreciation in her keynote address when opening
t he Seventh Asean Finance M nisters neeting here.

Last nonth, Arroyo net Ml aysian Deputy Prine M nister Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahrmad Badawi, who was on a four-hour stopover in Manila en route
to Tokyo, to iron out sone kinks stalling the peace talks with the
separati st Muslimrebels in southern Philippines.

Both | eaders di scussed the need to resune tal ks between Manila and the
Phi |'i ppi ne government in Kuala Lunpur.
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