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Mat r ade- Cor por ati sati on
MATRADE WLL SUBM T PROPOSAL ON CORPORATI SATI ON TO GOVERNMENT

| POH, Sept 21 (Bernamm) -- The Ml aysi an External Trade Devel opnent
Corporation (Matrade) is conducting a study on the corporatisation of the
agency before submitting the proposal to the governnent by end of the year.

Its chairman, Datuk Ahmad Husni Hanadzl ah, said the study would
det erm ne which formof corporatisation to adopt -- self-financing or to
recei ve governnment financing but independence from government bureucracy.

The need to study the corporatisation arose because with the enphasis
now on the export narket, Ml aysia had to nove fast to neet the
requirements of the market, he told reporters after the launch of the
caring society programre in conjunction with the National Anti-Drugs
Canpai gn by Deputy Home M nister Datuk Zainal Abidin Zin, here

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad, when tabling the 2004
Budget | ast week, said Matrade would be corporatised to help Ml aysia
beconme a global trader by pronoting the country's products directly to a
worl d international market

Ahrmad Husni said: "Now it is difficult for Matrade to operate wi thout
allocation from the government as Matrade offers free services to |ocal
ent repreneurs.

"W have nore than 6,000 conpani es registered under us. For any trade
mssion we will help themto subsidise half of their expenditure or up to
RM60, 000. "

He said the agency also faced difficulties due to bureaucracy,
resulting in slow service to the business community.

He said Matrade would be hol ding trade exhibitions overseas as well as
at the Organisation of the Islamc Conference (OC) sunmt in Putrajaya
next rmonth.

It would also bring in expatriates who involved in the global market to
hel p Mal aysia enhance its narket penetration besides establishing good
net wor ki ng over seas.

" This is something good and new to the country. We have to coll aborate
with them as they have experience in the global market and they have
know edge and know the structure of the market," he said.
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