04 JUL 2003
Mahat hi r- Sci enti st
MALAYSI ANS ENCOURAGED TO LEARN VARI OQUS SClI ENCE SUBJECTS

KUALA LUMPUR, July 4 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Moharmad said tonight students in the country are encouraged to |earn
various science subjects so that Ml aysia can produce scientists in various
fields.

He said Mal aysia needed nmany scientists in the various fields to help
the devel opment of the country in the rapidly changing world

"If Malaysia does not have enough scientists we cannot explore new
findings," he said.

"I do hope that you learn science and cone back here to help us with
research work," he said in his speech at the annual dinner of the Inperial
Col | ege Al ummi Associ ati on Ml aysia, here.

Dr Mahathir also said that Ml aysian scientists needed to cooperate
with their foreign counterparts to undertake research to find the cure for
new di seases.

The Prine Mnister also said that close cooperation and research works
bet ween | ocal and foreign scientists would ensure the success of the
bi o-val l ey project.

The bio-valley |launched by Dr Mahathir on May 20 will centralise
nati onwi de bi otechnol ogy research as well as facilitate and encourage the
comerci al i sati on of products and di scoveri es.

"I'f we succeed, a lot of people will cone here and nmake a | ot of
nmoney, " said Dr Mahathir

He also said that Ml aysia had nuch flora and fauna which could be
devel oped into nmedicine for the local and world markets

"Maybe we can change the character of Tongkat Ali and produce sonething
like Viagra," he said.
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