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Assenbl y- Mel aka (TYT)
MELAKA CONTI NUES TO STRI VE FOR STRONG GROMH

MELAKA, Nov 10 (Bernamm) -- The state governnent will continue with its
policies and strategies for strong gromh to achieve a devel oped state
status by 2010, said Yang di-Pertua Negeri Tun Syed Ahnmad Shahabudi n.

He said the enmphasis on bal anced devel opment woul d continue so the
peopl e could enjoy prosperity and a better quality of life.

"Mel aka has achi eved remarkabl e progress in socio-econonic devel opnent
and | hope efforts will be continued to enhance econonmic growmh of the
state,” he said when opening the budget session of the state |egislative
assenbly here today.

Syed Ahmad said the state's gross donestic product (GDP) had increased
to 4.6 per cent fromO0.4 per cent in 2001.

He said that for the second year running, the state government woul d
table a bal anced budget exceeding RM200 million for next year.

Chief Mnister Datuk Seri Mhd Ali Rustam who was al so present at the
openi ng cerenony, neanwhile told reporters later that the bal anced budget
had proven to be a success in exercising control over the state's revenue
Wi t hout jeopardi sing econom c grow h.

He said the unenploynent rate in Melaka was al so expected to go down to
3.7 per cent from5.7 per cent |ast year.

Mohd Ali also said a notion of thanks to forner Prime M nister Tun Dr
Mahat hir Mhanmad would al so be tabled during the current sitting, in
addition to that expressing full support to his successor, Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahnmad Badaw .
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