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M C TO | NCREASE SUPPORT AMONG | NDI ANS

ALOR GAJAH, April 23 (Bernama) -- The Ml aysi an | ndian Congress (MO,
the third biggest conponent party in the Barisan Nasional (BN), hopes to
garner the support of 90 per cent of Indians nationwi de in the next general
el ecti ons.

M C President Datuk Seri S. Sanmy Vellu said MC will inplenent several
strategies to increase support among the Indian community for the BN party,
including the introduction of several new candidates in the el ections.

"These new faces are in several constituencies as we want to tap into
“new blood' to inject a breath of fresh air into the party," he told
reporters after opening the MC state convention at the A Fanbsa Resort
here, last night.

Al so present were the State M C Chairman, who is also a state exco
menber, Datuk R Raghavan as well as nore than 200 M C nenbers fromthe
ot her states.

Sanmy Velly said, MC found that in the 1999 el ections, nore than 85 per
cent of the Indian community in Ml aysia had supported BN candi dat es.

On increasing MC seats in the next general elections follow ng the
recent redelineation exercise by the Election Commission (EC), Sany Vellu
said the matter would be discussed with the BN Chairnan, Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad, and that it was not proper to discuss it with the nedia.

"It will be discussed when the tine comes. M C gained several seats
after the redelineation exercise eight years ago and | hope MC will be
gi ven new seats created under the present redelineation of electoral
boundaries,” he said.

In the last election MC was allocated seven parliamentary and 13 state
seats and it won all except for the Lunas state seat, lost to the Keadilan
party in the Nov 2000 by-el ection.

On M C Mel aka, he said 14,643 out of the 39,500 Indians in the state
were M C nenbers and that there were efforts to recruit another 6,000 new
menbers this year.

He said M C had hel ped many I|ndians, by way of academni c assistance,
buil ding Tam | schools and tertiary institutions.

On the postponenent of projects due to the gl obal econom c sl owdown,
Sany Vellu, who is the Mnister of Wrks, said the nnistry was waiting for
a decision fromthe Economc Planning Unit (EPU).
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