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M NI STRY MULLS AMENDI NG LAW TO TRANSFER LOCAL AUTHORI TY STAFF - ONG

KUALA LUMPUR, June 12 (Bernamm) -- The Housing and Local Government
Mnistry is studying the possibility of amending the law to enable I ocal
authority staff to be transferred to agencies under another |ocal authority
in the sane state.

M nister Datuk Seri Ong Ka Ting said at present |ocal authorities cane
under the jurisdiction of state governnents and the mnistry could only
advi se them on inplenenting certain programres.

The proposed anmendnents woul d pave the way for effective supervision
and services in local authority areas besides speeding up approvals for
applications, he said.

Local authority enployees found to be not discharging their duties
according to their work procedures and indulged in corrupt practices would
be haul ed up for disciplinary action, he said.

"This is part of the efforts we are pursuing. The ministry is actively
di scussing with the Attorney-General's Chanbers to amend the law," he told
reporters after launching the Suprene Card, a bonus card issued in
collaboration with Nanyang Online and Genting Wrldcard Services.

Ong said this when asked to comment on the statement by Prine Mnister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad that corrupt |ocal authority enployees could
be sacked, citing the case of Ampang Jaya Minici pal Council enforcenent
chief Abdul Kudus Ahmad who was sacked for not declaring that he was a
bankr upt .

Ong said the proposed anendnents woul d al so have an inpact on the | aws
at federal governnent |evel and |ocal authorities.

At present, a local authority enployee cannot be transferred to another
| ocal authority although the person was a deadwood or unproductive, he
sai d.

Under the amendnents, such enpl oyees could be noved to another agency
under another local authority within the sane state to inprove the
efficiency of a local authority, he said.

Ong also said his mnistry would soon issue a set of guidelines on the
construction of user-friendly toilets.

He said a conmittee headed by his deputy Datuk Peter Chin Fah Kui was
drawi ng up the guidelines and the mechanism to educate the public on how to
keep public toilets clean

"We al so want new buil ding owners and hoteliers to build toilets in
accordance with the guidelines which give priority to senior citizens, the
handi capped, pregnant wonmen and Muslins,"” he added.
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