09 FEB 2003
Hi shamruddi n- Cycl i sts
M NI STRY PLANS TO SEND CYCLI STS TO EURCPE FOR EXPOSURE

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 9 (Bernamm) -- The Youth and Sports Mnistry plans to
send cyclists abroad, particular to Europe, to gain experience and better
exposure in cycling sport.

Its minister, Datuk H shammuddin Tun Hussein said the only way to
pronote national riders in the sport was to expose themto the various
chanpi onshi ps and good traini ng progranmnes.

He said the best exposure could be gained in Europe and nmany riders
were of the opinion that |lack of good exposure was one of the weaknesses
anong the national riders.

"But it (the exposure) nust involve training by a truly credible team
capabl e of raising the perfornmance of our young riders to a higher |evel,"
he told reporters at Dataran Merdeka, here as soon as the Le Tour de
Langkawi (LTdL) concl uded here this eveni ng.

The race, which was telecast live by RTM ended with a prize giving
cerenony by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad.

Hi shammuddi n said the chanpi onship proved that the country's young
riders had no qual ms about conpeting w th anyone.

He also said that what was inportant was the riders' commitnent and
determnation to w n.

"I hope those who are interested, whether private conpanies, the
Nati onal Sports Council or the cycling associations thenselves would strive
to bring out the talents ampbng young Mal aysi ans, " he said.

H shammuddi n al so expressed the desire to see nore Ml aysi an yout hs
participating in the LTdL in future.
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