23 JUN 2003

M NI STRY APPLAUDS PLAN TO SET UP DR M THOUGHTS | NSTI TUTE

KEMAMAN, June 23 (Bername) -- The Education Mnistry has appl auded the
proposal to set up the Institute of Dr Mahathir's Thoughts as a centre of
I earning for the young generation to better understand the hardships and
triunmphs of the country's |eaders.

It was essential for the new generation to |learn Ml aysia's history and
| eaderhip to broaden their thinking, Director General of Education Datuk
Abdul Rafie Mhat said.

"Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad is a reformist...a thinker and his
| eadership is based on Islanmic nationalism" he said at the |aunching of
the "English Thene Park' (ETP) at Sekol ah Kebangsaan Kenasi k, Kenmanan here
yest erday.

ETP, a joint-venture anbng Exxonnobil, the State Education Departnent
and Terengganu Educati on Resource Centre, is ained at pronoting the English
| anguage not only by using text books but other contenporary nethods such
as the conputers and audi o appar at us.

At the event, chairman of Exxonnobil Subsidiaries Ml aysia Robert
Fi sher handed over a contribution of RML92,000 to Datuk Abdul Rafie Mhat
for the ETP project.

At |ast week's 54th UWMNO General Assenbly, Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Abdul | ah Ahnmad Badawi announced the government's plan to set up the
Institute of Dr. Mahathir's Thoughts in honour of the Prime Mnister's
contributions to the country.

He al so commended several corporate bodies for their efforts in
pronoting the English |anguage anpong students.
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