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Syed Ham d- Economi st
M NI STER | N FAVOUR OF CURBI NG Cl RCULATI ON OF | RRESPONSI BLE PUBLI CATI ONS

KUALA LUMPUR, April 27 (Bernama) -- Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed
Ham d Al bar said today that he did not see why international publications
that belittle the country and its |eaders should continue to circul ate
[ ocal ly.

He said the government had no objection if the articles contained
constructive criticisns but would not tolerate those that attacked the
credibility of the country's |eadership and | ooked down on Ml aysia's
capabilities.

Referring to a stinging article on Malaysia and Prine M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad in the April 5 issue of The Econoni st nmgazi ne
Syed Hamid said: "I think we have to take serious action (on the nmatter).

"Wy we shoul d encourage the sale of such nagazines in our country?"

Speaking to reporters after opening the Kepong Umo Division meeting
here, he said the authorities should be nore careful in vetting
publications before allowing themto be circulated here although nothing
much could be done in terns of their international circulation.

Noting that the government had no intention to curb press freedom he
sai d freedom nonetheless did not nean a free ticket to fulfil any whins and
fanci es.

"What | think we want is that they nust be fair; there must be bal anced
reporting," he said.

Earlier, in his speech, Syed Ham d called on Umo nmenbers to truly work
for the sake of the party and the community instead of expecting "goodi es”
to conme their way.
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