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MAHATHI R- EXPORT
MAHATHI R HOPES CROCODI LE SKIN WLL BE ANOTHER MAJOR EXPORT FOR M SI A

KUALA LUMPUR, March 22 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanad hopes crocodile skin will beconme another nejor export for
Mal aysia as it fetches a very high premumin the international market.

He said this was evident especially when |ocal conpanies, |ike Porosus
Mal aysi a Sdn Bhd, have nmanaged to tie up with world-renowned watchnaker,
Audermars Piguet (AP), to produce straps fromcrocodile skin for the Sw ss
wat ch naker.

Porosus Mal aysia has a crocodile farmin Langkawi and Sabah which
produce crocodil e skin products.

Dr Mahathir said this during a signing cerenpbny between Switzerland's
wat ch nmaker AP and Porosus Mal aysia which would jointly introduce a new
cl ass of products.

Al so present at the cerenpbny was Porosus Ml aysia's chairman, Datuk
Khoo Than Choon.

He said Porosus Ml aysia has pronoted crocodile skin products quite
successfully but it faced difficulty in domnating the watch straps narket.

"I amglad that finally, a very well-known Sw ss conpany |ike Audenars
Pi guet has decided to use watch straps produced by a crocodile farmin
Langkaw .

"I amquite sure that these watch straps will be as strong as
nmentioned, " he said.

Dr Mahathir said: "As usual, Ml aysia is very happy whenever we can
produce sonething that we can export and earn noney for the country.”

He said he hoped that the watch straps made from crocodile skin from
Langkawi woul d becone very popul ar.

"I am not here to pronmpte the products of Porosus Ml aysia or Datuk
Khoo' s business but apart from belts, he also nmakes very good shoes and
bags.

"However, | nust confess that this belt was given to ne by himfor
free," he said.

Dr Mahathir said:"l could not afford to buy (the belt) because it is
very expensive. Porosus's briefcase is valued at nore than US$4, 000
(RML5, 200) . "

"I don't know why people pay such noney for a briefcase, any paper bag
would do just as well, now we have nice plastic cases which costs just a
few dollars," he said in jest.

Dr Mahathir said that "there were sone people who have nore noney than
good sense" and perhaps (they) will be paying such prices for the bags and
shoes.

"I amquite sure the watches would fetch quite a high price," he said

However, he expressed the hope that both AP and Porosus's venture woul d
be successful and that they would export |arge nunber of watches wth
crocodil e skin straps.

"...because as usual, Ml aysia believes in sharing with all the
conpanies their profits and not their capital, when they sell sonething we
get 28 percent (corporate tax)," he said.

As such, he said it was worthwhile for himto come all the way from
Brazil to witness the signing cerenmony. -- BERNAVA
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