14 MAY 2003
Ul ama- Conf er ence
MALAYSI A TO HOST WORLD ULAMA CONFERENCE I N JULY

KUALA LUMPUR, May 14 (Bernama) -- Malaysia will host the Wrld
Conference of Islamc Scholars in Putrajaya from July 10 to 12, which wll
i nvol ve nore than 600 ul anas.

Chairman of the executing conmittee Datuk Haji Mhanad Nakhai e Ahnmad
said the conference, to be opened by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad, will serve as a platform for ulanmas to discuss challenges faced by
Muslinms in the globalisation era.

"W want these ulamas to play an inportant role in creating awareness
among Muslins and explain the true neaning of Islam ... this is because one
of the causes of disunity anmong Muslins is the confusion over Islanmic
teachings," he told Bernama during an interview

Nakhai e, who is also Islanic Dakwah Foundation Ml aysia (Yadim
President, said the confusion was caused by the various interpretations of
I sl am made by certain groups.

"Each and everyone would interprete Islam according to their own
i nterest and not according to the true nmeaning of Islam as contained in the
holy Quran and sunnah," he said.

Anong renowned ul amas who have been invited is |nmam Shai kh Al - Azhar
from Egypt, Dr Sayyid Mihammad Tantawi, who will deliver the keynote
address entitled "True religion in facing challenges of globalisation".

"We hope the conference will mark the beginning of efforts for Mislins
worl dwide to unite and cooperate in facing global challenges,"”

"G ven the current world devel opnents, particularly the Information
Technology (IT) revolution, we find that Muslins are facing a (culture)
shock and pressures from superpowers," he said.

He said this seened to be driving sone Muslins to terrorismin a bid to
save thensel ves from oppression.

"Al though their intention is to liberate thenselves, is terrorismthe
way? This mndset on terrorism should al so be addressed,"”

"The younger generation in particular has to be enlightened that
terrorismis not the way for us to escape oppression,” he said.

The conference will also enable Ml aysia to share its experiences in
matters concerning nation-building, particularly econoni c nmanagenent.

Local participants will consist of representatives from governnent
agenci es, the private sector, non-governnental organisations (NGOs),
political parties and institutions of higher I|earning
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