14 SEP 2003

MORE FACI LI TIES FOR LOCAL COVMUNI TY COLLEGES

ALOR GAJAH, Sept 14 (Bernanm) -- Facilities at all "Pusat G at Mara"
will be upgraded in Iine with the government's aspiration to turn theminto
Local Community Coll eges.

Chairman of Mjlis Amanah Rakyat (MARA) Datuk Wra Abu Serman Yusop said
with better facilities and highly skilled teachers, these colleges would
produce better qualified Bum putera graduates.

"MARA is thankful to Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad who
in his Budget Speech said Pusat G atMara will be upgraded to Local
Conmunity Coll eges," Abu Seman said after closing the national |evel "Pusat
GatMara Tilawatil Menbaca Al -Quran" at the Pusat G atMara in Pengkal an
Bal ak, Masjid Tanah, |ast night.

Al so present was MARA Director-CGeneral Datuk Zamani M Noor.

Abu Serman said at present there were 148 Pusat G atmara and 28 nore
woul d be built under the current Eighth Ml aysia Plan.

Since its inception in 1986, a total of 97,245 Bum puteras had
graduated from the Pusat G atMara and of these 78,408 or 80.6 per cent had
found gai nful enploynent,"” Abu Senman added.
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