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MOGGE E TELLS CELLULAR SERVI CE PROVI DERS TO PAY HEED TO PM S CALL

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 11 (Bernama) -- Cellular phone service providers in
the country should heed Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad' s
call to themto broaden their service coverage, says energy, conmunication
and nultinmedia mnister Datuk Amar Leo Moggi e.

It was also past their scheduled time to nmeet consuners' expectations
in ternms of wi dening coverage as nobile phones had now becone a necessity,
he said.

"We hope the prinme mnister's public coment on this will help push the
conpanies to respond in a very quick way to neet the expectations of
consuners," he told reporters after |aunching Percetakan Nasional Ml aysia
Bhd's portal (ww. printnasional.commny) here today.

He was asked to comment on Dr Mahathir's statement yesterday, which
among ot hers, urged cellular phone service providers to inprove their
servi ce coverage.

Moggi e al so said there should not be any problens for themto fulfil
this need as the econonic situation had inproved.

"I guess in the past, in 1997 and 1998, sone of these companies
suffered financial worries. Now that it (financial crisis) is already over
and we see inprovenent in the econom c scene, the capex (capita
expendi ture) requirement they would need now is |less than two years ago. So
for that reason, we expect themto provide w der and better coverage," he
sai d.

Mobggi e al so reminded telcos that they should not | ook at the issue as a
conpetitiveness matter because that was not the approach needed in
Mal aysi a.

"They can conpete in (terns of) quality of service, in rates but they
shoul d provi de the coverage to everybody," he said.

He al so called on cellular phone operators to step up on donestic
roam ng arrangenments and share commpn towers to overcone the service
coverage obstacles. -- BERNAMA
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