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MOVE ON FROM MERE RHETORI C, MALAYSI A URGES O C

PUTRAJAYA, Cct 13 (Bernanmm) -- The Organisation of the Islanmic
Conference (O C) has been crippled by its inability to nove with the tines
and to project an Islamic perspective to events and issues affecting the
Islamic world, Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hami d Al bar said today.

He said it was unfortunate that the 57-nmenber organisation was crippled
due to the lack of political will to renove the constraints to deal wth
cruci al issues.

The O Cis also faced with problens due to its limted financial
capabilities to inplenent its nunerous resolutions and the difficulty in
getting menber states to fullfil their financial obligations.

Syed Hanmid was delivering his opening statement at the O C Mnisterial
Preparatory Meeting at the Putrajaya Convention Centre (PCC) here.

The two-day neeting, chaired by Syed Hamid, will finalise the agenda
for the 57-nenber O C Leaders Sunmmit on Thursday and Friday.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad will chair the summt,
the first to be held in the Asia Pacific region since the inception of the
organi zation in 1969.

There was a need for the OC to nove away from nere rhetoric, as
mani fested by the resolutions taken all this while.

"Mal aysia is confident that given a clear direction, we can nake the
Umah stronger to face the global challenges," he said.

He said that the OC |eaders were neeting here at a tinme characterised
by great challenges confronting the Miuslim Umrah, such as the threat of
unilateralism globalisation and terrorism the precarious situation in the
M ddl e East and the uncertain future of Iraq.

"Muslim countries have been sidelined. Wrst still, we continue to be
domi nated by the big and powerful.

"Al'l these are set against a world plagued by simering disputes,
internal conflicts, ethnic strife, dangerous diseases and foreign
dom nation," he said.

Syed Hanid said that foreign occupation of Iraq nust be brought to an
end as soon as possible as desired by the Iraqi people.

The occupying powers must work in earnest on a tinme table for a
denocratically elected governnment to be installed within a reasonable tine
frame, he said.

"It is therefore our noral duty to assist the people of Irag to regain
their sovereignty and integrity.

"The right to determine the future and destiny of their country and
control its wealth and natural resources must be returned to the people of
Iraq,"” he said.

The Iraqi issue is expected to donminate talks at this summit apart from
the concern over Israel's continued aggression against the Pal estinians and
its recent aerial attack on nei ghbouring Syria.

In upholding the principle of nultilateralism the UN nust be given the
central role in assisting the Iraqi people determne their own future and
in the reconstruction of their country, Syed Ham d said.

He urged the O C nmenber countries to extend their undivided support to
t he government and peoples of Syria and Lebanon in their legitimte right
to defend their sovereignty and integrity in the face of Israeli mlitary
adventurism

"The bl atant aggression against Syria, a fellow nmenber of the O C, nust



be condemmed in the strongest terms as provocative, arrogant and
dangerous, " he said.

Israel should inmediately cease its mlitary incursions and all acts of
viol ence, terror, provocation, incitement and destruction in the occupied
Pal estinian territories.

Describing the situation in Palestine as "grave", Syed Hamid said that
the Israelis' vicious nilitary canpaigns, provocations and destruction of
Pal estinian homes would only lead to a spiralling upheaval in the already
vol atile situation.

He said the OC nust also be equally concerned over Israel's threat on
the personal safety of Pal estinian |eader Yasser Arafat.

The Israeli decision "to elinminate hinf was clearly an act of state
terrorism and in contravention of international |aw, he said.

"W dermand that Israel desist and rescind its decision to pursue any
act of deportation, forced exile or even the elimnation of President
Arafat as the nove could further conplicate the already extrenely delicate
situation," he said.

Menber countries need to make concerted efforts towards restructuring
the O C by inproving the efficiency of the Jeddah-based GCeneral
Secretariat, he said.

Syed Ham d urged nmenber nations to examine the OC Secretary-Ceneral's
report on the restructuring of the General Secretariat.

He said trade and econonic cooperation should be enhanced to cl ose the
econoni ¢ disparities anmong the nore devel oped and | ess devel oped O C
menbers.
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