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MPs TOLD TO CONTI NUE DR MAHATHI R S STRUGGLES

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 3 (Bernamm) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Abdull ah
Ahrmad Badawi today called on all menbers of parlianment (MPs) to pledge to
continue the struggle to defend the nation's sovereignty, independence and
prosperity through the policies, strategies and progranmmes introduced and
pronmoted by Tun Dr Mahat hir Mhanad.

In recording the highest appreciation fromall WMl aysians for the
fourth prime mnister and MP for Kubang Pasu, Abdullah said he would
continue the effort to enhance the excellence of the Ml aysian people in
the future, through neans founded upon the spirit of the Federal
Constitution, principles of Rukunegara and main objectives of Vision 2020.

"Tun Dr Mahathir Mhanmad served Mal aysia and its people for 22 years,
three months and 15 days as prine mnister, from July 16, 1981 to the day
he retired |ast Oct 31.

"His record of service can be traced back well before his tenure as
this nation's leader. His firmand articulate voice was first heard in this
house after he contested and won the Kota Setar Selatan parlianmentary
constituency in the general election held April 25, 1964."

Abdul  ah said this when tabling the notion to thank Dr Mahathir for his
services to the nation and outlining the direction of his |leadership in the
Dewan Rakyat here today.

He said Dr Mahathir is the |ongest serving MP after Tun Abdul Ghaffar
Baba, the MP for Batu Berendam

Dr Mahathir, he said has beconme MP close to 36 years, served the
cabinet for 29 years for which he was the prine mnister for 22 years.

"In his early days as legislator, he has been known to voice his
opi nions and criticisnms openly and frankly.

"He has a reputation of a nan who articulates his views with
di sci pline. He has always advocated renewal and possesses a vision that is
ahead of his tinme," said Abdullah, who was sworn in as Milaysia's fifth
Prime M nister |ast Friday.

Abdul | ah said Dr Mahathir inherited a stable country and a prosperous
econony and through his efforts, he brought the country to a higher |evel
of success and prosperity.

He said the Dewan Rakyat should accept the fact that Dr Mahathir has
served with the fullest dedication, firmess, efficacy, excellence and
wi sdom

Abdul | ah said the people appreciated and held in regard the noble,
enduring and invaluable struggle, sacrifice, deeds and service of the
Kubang Pasu MP, carried out through pragmatic policies, strategies and
programres to ensure national unity and resilience, security and well being
of the people and prosperity and brilliant success of the nation.

He said the notion was noved to appreciate Dr Mahathir's struggle to
uphold the dignity of Islam and ummah throughout the world particularly in
plural WMl aysia through the acquisition and mastery of know edge in all
fields.

Abdul I ah said the nmotion was also to support Dr Mahathir's wi sdomin
tackling the nation's econom c crisis caused by international rogue
financi al speculators, through the execution of unique, effective and
internationally acclainmed economic and financial strategies and managenent.

Abdul | ah said the notion is also to recognise that Vision 2020,
inspired by Dr Mahathir, a national doctrine to build a Ml aysian nation



that is sovereign and independent, unified, peaceful, prosperous, advanced
excellent, dignified and respected, in an era of globalisation and
neo-col oni al i sm

"It (notion) acknow edges that the great effort by the Kubang Pasu MP
to develop informati on and comuni cations technology (ICT) through the
establishment of the Miltinedia Super Corridor (MSC) and to devel op
bi ot echnol ogy through the creation of the bio-valley will bring about
trenendous benefits to the people of Malaysia in the future," he said.

He said infrastructure and human resources devel opment grew at its
fastest pace during Dr Mahathir's prem ership.

"Mre inportantly, he placed our country on the world map and has nade
Mal aysi a an exanple of political stability, economc prosperity, racia
unity and religious tolerance, naking it to be acknow edged as a
progressive |slamc nation.

Abdul I ah said under Dr Mahathir's |eadership, Mlaysia has welded a
big voice in international forumns.

"Sout h- Sout h cooperation was infused with new |ife. The nenbership was
successfully expanded. The Commonweal th heads of governnent neeting and the
sumit meetings of the G 15, Non-Aligned Moyvenent and Organi sation of
Islami c Conference were all held in Mlaysia.

"Today, Malaysia is the 18th largest trading nation in the world.

Mal aysi a possesses a clear vision to becone a devel oped nation by 2020,"
said Abdul | ah.

The Prime Mnister said Dr Mahathir has inbued self-confidence, dignity
and national pride anong Ml aysians and now "he is a hero to this nation
and to the people, a hero who elevated his country in the eyes of the
wor | d".

He said the Dewan Rakyat accorded the highest respect and appreciation
for Dr Mahathir for his selfless service to the nation, for all his ideas
and articul ate opinions, sincerity and dedication

Abdul | ah said the House also recorded its highest appreciation and
gratitude to Tun Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali and her family, who have
sacrificed to allow Dr Mahathir to devote his energies, thoughts and tine
in service to his country, people, region and the Muslins as well as the
devel opi ng worl d

"We pray for his health and contentrment in his retirement. W w sh him
Tun Dr Siti Hasmah and their fam |y rmuch happi ness.

"May his services to this nation be recognised in this world and in the
hereafter. The biggest retirenent gift that the people can present himis
to continue towards achieving his vision and his dreamto nake Mal aysia a
peaceful, stable and prosperous nation," said Abdullah.

Abdul l ah said he is grateful that Dr Mahathir has left behind a |egacy
of success. "A legacy that has sustained political stability, strengthened
nati onal unity, promoted econom c devel oprent and gi ven meani hg to our
i ndependence.

Wth Alah's guidance, Abdullah said he would take stock and gui dance
from the successes of the |eaders who canme before him and seek the
cooperation of his cabinet colleagues and fromall segment of the societies
to achieve excellence, glory and distinction for WMl aysia.

He said Malaysia is grateful that the country has been bestowed with
good | eaders where the four earlier prime mnisters -- Tunku Abdul Rahman
Putra, Tun Abdul Razak Hussein, Tun Hussein Onn and Tun Dr Mahathir Mhanad
-- have passed on to their successors a peaceful, stable and prosperous
nati on.

"Each of these nen was successful in their tinme. It is therefore
fitting for this House to renenber and acknow edge the contri butions of
each prime mnister who left a legacy of a country which is peaceful and



prosperous to the people,” said Abdull ah.
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