04 AUG 2003
Wat er - Kel ant an
MIRK URGES KELANTAN GOV' T TO ACCEPT FEDERAL DECI SI ON

KOTA BAHARU, Aug 4 (Bernamm) -- The Kel antan People's Action Counci
(MIRK) has urged the state governnent to accept the federal government
decision to take over the managenent of water supply in all states
i ncludi ng Kel antan for the sake of the people.

MIRK secretary-general Datuk Ariffin Abdul Hanmid said the federa
government's intention should be appreciated and wel coned because the
peopl e of Kelantan had faced various problens including the shortage of
cl ean water supply for the past 10 years.

"Water is fundamental in life and if there is constant breakdowns in
supply and the water is dirty, our health nay be affected," he told
reporters, here today.

Yesterday, Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad sai d Kel antan
and Terengganu, whose state governments had rejected the proposed take over
of the water supply nmanagenent in the states by the federal governnent,

m ght not get clean water supply in future if they refused to cooperate.

Ariffin said said the people of Kelantan nust accept the fact that the
state governnent could not afford to manage the supply of clean water as it
| acked sufficient funds.

Meanwhi | e, Menteri Besar Datuk N k Abdul Aziz N k Mat said any proposa
by the federal governnent to stop assistance to the state governnents was
contrary to the spirit of the federation

He said the attitude of the federal government which refused to assist
any state government including in the water supply problem was totally
agai nst the spirit of the country's federation

Ni k Azi z conceded that every state government nust listen to the advice
and instructions of the federal governnent, but he said that the federa
government should al so understand the situation at the state |evel

He said the Kel antan governnent had spent about RMBOO million out of

the RM60O0 million loan from the federal governnent and so far, there had
been an inprovenent in water supply to the people under Syarikat Air
Kel antan Sdn Bhd -- the conpany responsible for water supply in the state

for the past several years.

Ni k Aziz said efforts to inprove the quality of clean water supply to
the peopl e of Kelantan were being made continuously including the
construction of nore water treatnent plants such as at Chica near Pasir
Puti h and in Machang.
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