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Muhyi ddi n- Post
MUHYI DDI N WON' T CHALLENGE ANYONE PI CKED BY PAK LAH

JOHOR BAHARU, June 15 (Bernama) -- Ummo vice-president Tan Sri
Muhyi ddi n Yassin said he would not challenge anyone chosen by Datuk Seri
Abdul  ah Ahrmed Badawi for the post of Umo deputy president after the
|atter takes over the party l|leadership from Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad.

Besi des not chall enging the choice to be nade by Abdullah, Mihyiddin,
who is also Donestic Trade and Consumer Affairs Mnister, said the |eader
who woul d be chosen should be given full support.

"For ne personally, if the president and prine mnister at that tine
has decided to pick sonmeone from anong the | eaders as his deputy, | wll
give ny support and accept his decision,"” he told reporters after attending
the Johor Umo Convention, here today.

Muhyi ddin said Abdullah was a mature | eader and woul d take everything
into consideration before making a deci sion

"Personally, | nyself will not challenge anyone picked by Datuk Seri
Abdul I ah for the post of deputy president,"” he said, adding that normally
the person holding the post would al so becone the Deputy Prine Mnister.

Muhyi ddi n sai d the person picked by Abdullah should be accorded the
rightful honour so that he could discharge his responsibilities to assist
the Umo president.

"This way will give nuch benefits and advantages...so, as far as |'m
concerned, Yang Amat Berhornmat the Prime Mnister (Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohanmad) need not worry about ny own attitude.

"I will stick to ny stand and | will respect whatever decision that
woul d be made by Datuk Seri Abdullah in this matter,"” he said when asked to
comment on Dr Mahathir's concern about the possibility of a tussle for the
post in the party.

Dr Mahathir was reported to be concerned about the tussle for the posts
of Umo deputy president and vice-presidents after his retirenment in
Cct ober .

Muhyiddin felt that it was probably tine that no contest was held for
the nunber two post in the party although in terns of the party's
regul ations and constitution the post of deputy president was el ected under
the denocratic system

"There is sone good in terns of curbing political manoeuvres and
preserving party solidarity if the post is not contested," he said.

"I feel there are grounds for Dr Mahathir's concern (about the tussle
for the nunber two post in the party) when we |ook at the history of the
party...we respect his views," he said.

"From past experience, we know that when there is a tussle, there wll
be problens such as cracks and weaknesses in the party. Although this is
denocracy, sometines there are negative effects arising from elections,” he
sai d.

Muhyi ddin said Umo could possibly start a tradition whereby anyone
pi cked as the party's deputy president should be given the space and
support without any challenge to the position, so that subsequently he
woul d continue to assist the party and governnent.
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