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Mahat hi r- Musl i ns
MUSLI M NATI ONS CAN BECOVE STRONG | F THEY UNI TE

By: Sal ny Hashi m

NEW YORK, Sept 26 (Bernamm) -- Mislim nations can becone strong once
again if they set aside their differences and unite, Prime M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad said here Thursday.

"Muslim nations have their strengths, not mlitary, but lack of unity
has paral ysed them Until they achieve unity, there is no hope," he said at
a news conference after delivering his final speech as a head of governnent
at the 58th United Nations General Assenbly.

"Muslins are very weak -- there is no doubt about that. They are
divided by their beliefs and interpretation of Islam and their political
convictions -- further they are not united on anything," he said.

Dr Mahathir believed that nmenbers of the Organisation of the Islamc
Organisation (AOC), if united even on one particular issue, could exert a
very great influence on the situation faced by Muslins and the situation in
I rag.

Mal aysia will take over the chairmanship of the organisation from Qatar
when it holds the 10th session of the Islamc sunmt conference in Kuala
Lunpur next nonth.

On lraq, the prinme nmnister said that the country could not be turned
into a denocracy overni ght.

Wth the diverse ethnic groups in the country, "denocracy" could create
an anarchic situation that could endanger nany lives, he said, adding that
in such cases, "you may need authoritarian rule."

"We' ve seen countries adopting denocracy overnight. The result is that
they do not have a proper government to admi nister the country well. Al
they care about is whose turn is it to run the governnent.

"Peopl e accuse ne of being an authoritarian ruler, but the fact is that
I'"'m elected by the people and |'mthe only dictator about to resign," he
said to laughter from the group of international journalists.

On why he painted a bleak picture of the world in his speech, Dr
Mahathir said the world was becomi ng bl eaker with the Pal estinian problem
and terrorism problens unresolved, the front had expanded to an attack on
Irag, while the root cause of the problem remai ned unresolved

"We've always urged people to look at the cause rather than take action

to counter the problem-- in fact,we're not even allowed to nention the
cause of the problem-- | do not know how people are going to resolve this
but there are sone things that need to be said," he said.

Earlier in his speech he said: "If we dare to admit it, nuch of the

problenms that we face today are due to the arbitrary expropriation of the
land of the Palestinians in order to create the state of Israel to solve
t he European Jew sh problem™
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