27 OCT 2003
Mahat hi r- Musl i ns
MUSLI M5 HAVE ALL THE RI GHT TO FEEL ANGRY WTH THE JEWS, SAYS MAHATH R

PUTRAJAYA, Cct 27 (Bernanm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad today
took a swi pe at those who condemm himas anti-Semitic over his recent
remar ks about the Jews but choose to keep quiet when "ny Prophet (Mihanmmad)
is called a terrorist.”

The outgoing Prime Mnister stressed that he knew a |ot of Jews and was
not agai nst them

"I am against those Jews who kill Muislins and the Jews who support the
killers of Muslins," he told a nedia conference after attending a function
at the Finance Mnistry here.

Dr Mahathir, who is also Finance Mnister, said there was a |ot of
anger anong the Mislinms whose |and was taken away fromthemto allow for
the creation of the state of Israel

"Are we not allowed to say that we are angry with the Jews? Are the
Jews sone kind of creature who cannot be condemmed in any way?" he said.

The outspoken Prinme Mnister drew the ire of Western and European
| eaders for his speech at the recently-concluded 10th Organisation of
Islami c Conference (O C) Summit here where he said that the Jews now rul ed
the world by proxy.

Dr Mahathir said that he did not care if the Europeans did not |ike
hi m

He said: "I have European friends. But when they do sonething wong, |
amgoing to tell themthat it is wong.

"You say that you are not under the influence of the Jews and yet when
| criticise the Jews, the whole of the European Union wants to condemn ne.

"But when sonebody condemms the Muslins, calls my Prophet (Mihanmad)
terrorist and all that, did the European Union say anything? Wich shows
that they are under the thunb of the Jews."

Asked why sone Muslim |l eaders did not openly express support over his
remarks, Dr Mahathir said that possibly they were afraid that action would
be taken agai nst them

"They are much weaker than we are. They may have nore noney but they

are still dependent upon the Europeans.
"Because of that, they are reluctant to nake their voices heard but
privately of course they will support," he said.

To a question about possible fallout for Ml aysia arising fromhis
remar ks about the Jews, which officials said had been taken out of context
by nmenbers of the foreign media covering the OC Sunmit, he said:

"I think our country can weather quite a lot of stresses. In the past

we have done that. They have tried to kill us econonmically, they robbed us
of our noney, they inpoverished us. But we nanaged

"And we will continue to nmanage. | am quite sure that ny successor (his
deputy Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnad Badawi) will be able to do the sane."
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