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MUSLI M5 MUST NOT | GNORE THE WOMVEN

By: Wan A. Hul ai m

LONDON, Sept 25 (Bernanm) -- Wiile sonme people view the subject of
worren as “trivial", Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad says the 1.3 billion
Muslinms in the world may only be left with 650 nmillion if they ignore the
wormen, which make up half of the ummah (gl obal Mislins).

The Prine Mnister said this when fielding questions at the packed hall
of the School of Oiental and African Studies (SOAS) here in a nonment when
the light-hearted collided with serious issues during his hour-long speech
on Mbnday.

What pronpted Dr Mahathir to give out the number of Mislins by gender
di vi sion was a provocative question from the president of the
British-Mal aysia Association Datuk Neville Geen who expressed what he saw
as "a problenmt in present day Ml aysia of nobre and nobre young women wearing
the "tudung" (headdress).

Green, who regarded Mal aysia as "the fastest forward-nmoving Mislim
country", said that he had just one reservation, and that was about the
i ncreasi ng nunber of younger Mislins wearing "nore conservative" Mislim
dress.

The questioner, who drew a gasp from sone nenbers of the audi ence
said: "But | have a problem Each and every tinme | go (to Malaysia) | see
the problem | am going to identify. On the one hand we see increasingly the
women in Malaysia coming into top positions...on the other hand - and this
is my problem- 1 find nmore and nore of the younger |adies wearing nore and
nore conservative Muslim dress, and | just wonder what they are passing a
message to their non-Muslim friends, or if they are becom ng nore Islamc,
denonstrably nore conservative. It seens to be a contradictory situation."

Dr Mahathir, who spoke at length in his speech about the necessity for
Muslins to look not just at the form but also at the content, said that
there was no problenms in Malaysia with wonen who prefer to dress
conservatively, and the choice was up to them

He tenpered this answer with the need for Muslins - both nmen and wonen
- to conpete in the world because "we could not afford to discard
our wonmen and reduce the strength of our 1.3 billion total."

He said: "okay, if you want to cover your head, by all neans cover your
head. But if we tell you to pilot a fighter plane, you can wear that
headdress but make sure that you can hear through the earphone

"I'n Mal aysia we have wormen who are fighter pilots, they can do
everything, they can clinb nountains, they are free to do everything but
they nmust keep with the nornms that are required by Muslins."”

"But in Malaysia, even if they cover their heads they get on very well
with the Chinese, Indians, and work together, play together. It is possible
to dress conservatively but the m nd nmust not be conservative."

Dr Mahathir was al so asked to expand his views on denocracy, which he
said was conpatible with Islam because Prophet Mihanmmad did not create
dynasti es.

He said that the Prophet left it to the Muslins to elect his successor
fromthe best anbng them

One questioner asked about his views on dynastic rule in the Mislim
M ddl e East, and of President Miammar CGaddafi's recent offer of a
substantial sum of nmoney to victins of the Lockerbie air disaster.

Dr Mahathir gave a diplomatic reply, saying it was not for himto tel
peopl e what to do with their noney.



To another question, Dr Mihathir said that denocracy was evol ving, but
what concerned him was the growi ng doni nance of minority rights over the
majority, to the disadvantage of the nany.

A lady fromthe Czech Republic made the assertion that |slam grow ng
froma religion that existed 2,000 years ago, was out of date.

Dr Mahathir disagreed with this, saying that while situations m ght
have been different, the principles were still true. Mislins nust adapt.

He said that Muslins could not ignore the validity of DNA testing and
its reliability say, in a rape case, even if four w tnesses were not
present as required by Shariah |aw.

The speech, on the thene of Islam and the Unmmah, exam ned the question
if Muslins needed to re-examine and re-invent thenselves in the face of new
chal | enges.

H s answer in the speech was that there was no need for Islamto be
re-invented because it was an eternal truth, but Mislins nust | ook again at
the way they look at Islam and not to be obsessed with the form but the
content to neet the demands of a nodern worl d.

"W have nmoney and that is our strength,” he told a questioner.

A capacity crowd attended Dr Mahathir's speech in his last visit to
Britain as prinme nminister before he retires next nonth.

Many |late coners were turned away, including an anbassador from the
Qul f States.

Before his departure for an official visit to Sweden, Dr Mhathir
stayed back to neet sone nenbers of the audience who fornmed a |ong queue to
shake his hand and express their appreciation

- - BERNAMA

WAH AU AU



	MUSLIMS MUST NOT IGNORE THE WOMEN (Bernama 25/09/2003)

