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MUSLI M5 HAVE ABANDONED THE PURSU T OF LEARNI NG SAYS DR MAHATH R

By: Wan A Hul ai mi

LONDON, Sept 22 (Bernanm) -- Mislins have abandoned the pursuit of
| earning which once nade them great because scholars now interpret reading
to acquire know edge as reading to acquire Islanmic religious know edge only
at the expense of other so-called non-religious matters, Prime Mnister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad sai d today.

Addr essi ng an audi ence that included acadenics and Miuslim | eaders at
the Brunei Gallery building of the School of African and Oiental Studies
(SOAS) here, he said that |Islam needed no re-invention as it was a perfect
religion for all tines, but the problemwas with the interpretation of
I sl am

"If we think then we nust realise that our present predicanment is not
preordained by Allah. It is entirely due to our own doing. W have
negl ected and misinterpreted the teachings of Islam when we should be
acqui ri ng know edge which can help us ward off the attacks against us," he
sai d.

He called for a return to the "fundanmentals' of Islam those things
that could not differ no nmatter how Islam was interpreted

"Muslins are brothers. This is fundanental. But we are hardly brothers
to each other. W are ready to accuse each other of being apostates and we
are ready to kill each other. |slam neans peace. W w sh peace upon each
other. This is also fundanental," he said.

He said that Islam was conpatible with denmocracy as the Prophet
Muhammad did not create a dynasty but left his followers to choose a | eader
from anong thensel ves.

"One can say that a system where the leader is chosen by an el ectorate,
regardl ess of antecedents, is nuch nore Islam c than otherw se. Having been
el ected, a l|leader nust care for his people, for the ummh. And caring nmeans
ensuring his people will have food, clothing and shelter and be secure from
donestic or foreign aggression."

Whi | e expressing his approval for denocracy as a Muslim Dr Mhathir
al so decried nmodernists who wanted to enul ate the Europeans and even went
so far as to believe that Muslinms could only regain their pre-emnence by
di scardi ng Islam altoget her and becom ng secul ar

He said that these reformers were too influenced by the separation of
Church and State in European thinking.

"It may be possible in the Christian context. It is not possible in the
Muslimworld. Islamis a way of life and a way of |ife cannot be
conpartnentalised into spiritual and material. Everything that a person
does is a way of life. Certainly the system of governnent of a country and
its developnent is a part of the way of life," he argued

He urged Muslins to stop enphasising and venerating the form rather
than the content, and return to the fundanentals of Islam the acquisition
of know edge, brotherhood of Muslins, to the way of life and the substance
of Quranic teachings and the verified traditions (hadiths) of the Prophet.

"Even in nodernisation they look for the form" he said.

To keep to this form clothing was translated as Arab dress and the
rejection of the universally worn coat and trousers as "un-Islanic",
acquiring Islamc know edge was seen as the only worthwhile pursuit, and
the veneration of ancient weapons of war becanme sufficient recourse for the
def ence of the Unmah.

He asked the question if Mislins nmust forever buy their weapons from



ot hers, even including possible enenies.
To this he gave an answer: "Surely they nust have indi genous capacities
to invent and produce their defence needs thenselves. To do this they nust

| earn science, mathematics, technology and the rest...it should be regarded
as i badah' which should gain nerit for the individual and nerit for the
comunity.”

Extending this argunent further, he said that there were two types of
obligations (fardhu) for Mislins, the Fardhu Ain which was incunbent on an
i ndividual, and the Fardhu Kifayah, which was incunbent on a conmmunity.

Enphasi sing the latter, he said: "The Muslim bel ongs not just to
hinself. He belongs to the Muslim community, the ummah. The well - being of
the ummah is the responsibility of all menbers of the Miuslim comunity. If
that well-being is not taken care of by the individuals or collectively by
the community, then every Muslimin the conmmunity would have sinned. That
is what is neant by “fardhu kifayah'."

Continuing his theme of form over content, Dr Mahathir showed that this
could bring disastrous results, as in a wonan who failed to produce
wi tnesses to back her allegation of rape.

"If she cannot produce four w tnesses then she is guilty of false
accusation and should be whipped. If later she bears a child, then that is
evi dence of zinah (adultery) and should be punished by stoning to death.
Qobviously this...ignores the [Quranic] injunction to judge with justice
But the orthodox renain adamant that the procedures nust be adhered to even
if they result in injustice," he said.

He called for a balance between the need for scholars and teachers and
the need for food, clothing and shelter, health and security providers.

At the beginning of his speech, which was entitled "Islam and the
Umrah, re-examining and re-inventing ourselves in the face of new
chal l enges”, Dr Mhathir said he hoped he would not touch on raw nerves as
the subject he had chosen to speak on was “very sensitive and
controversial'.

Hi s conclusion was that while |Islam needed no re-invention, the
Muslins' attitude towards their religion needed to be re-exam ned to bring
the religion back to its original greatness.

"I's it inmpossible to do this?" he asked.

“"If we think rationally, we nust adnit that it is possible. What have
we got after alnobst 100 years of fighting? Nothing. Even our anger is not
assuaged. W are, in fact, getting nore angry."”

In an obvious reference to terrorism and "suicide bonbers', Dr Mhathir
asked, "Should we just lash out indiscrimnately, killing innocent people,
i ncl udi ng those who synpathise with us? Shouldn't we stop to think, to plan
and to strategise with ultinmate victory as our goal ?"

He said there was no justification for Mislins being | abelled as
terrorists, but this was not pre-ordained by Alah but was entirely their
own doing, so Muslinms nust return to the original teachings of the Prophet
and be a thinking and not an enptional man

"And Allah has endowed us with riches beyond imagi nation. We have
certain strengths which we nmust identify and apply with wi sdom" he said.
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