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PAS- Doubl e Tal k (News Anal ysi s)
MUSTAFA AT ODDS W TH HADI OVER | SLAM C STATE

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 30 (Bernamm) -- Parti |slam Senal aysia (PAS) has
expressed conflicting views on its position vis-a-vis Islamand an Islamc
state.

In an interview with the British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC)
programre Hardtal k, PAS vice-president Datuk Miustafa Ali told the
wor | d-wi de audi ence that an Islamc state was not an objective in the
party's constitution.

I nstead, he said the media had used the term"Islanmic state" to
"frighten the non-Mislins".

But while Mustafa was expounding his views to Hardtal k's Tim Sebasti an
in an interview conducted by the award-w nning presenter in Kuala Lunpur
earlier this nmonth, his president, Datuk Seri Abdul Hadi Awang was on the
sanme day expressing conpletely divergent views.

Hadi, who has previously repeatedly said that PAS would continue with
its struggle to set up an Islamic state and inplenent hudud laws (Islamc
penal code) in states under its rule, announced the sane day as the
interview was aired that Terengganu, of which he is Menteri Besar, would
gazette the Syariah Crimnal Enactnment (Hudud and Q sas) before end-Cctober
and enforce the |laws i mediately.

Mustafa told Sebastian: "The termIslanic state in not there in our
party's constitution..we never nention about Islamic state in our
constitution..we nmention that society should abide by the good val ues of
what [|slam stands for.

" It's only the nedia that carries the termlslanmic state to frighten
the non-Mislinms, also the Barisan Nasional governnent |eaders harping on
this issue to frighten the non-Muslins as a way for themto gain power
conti nuously."

Governnent | eaders, including Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Moharmad and his deputy, Datuk Seri Abdullah Badawi, have in the past
criticised PAS | eaders for "double-tal k", saying their differing coments
to different audiences, reflected PAS insincerity.

"PAS will say one thing to the non-Mal ays and another to the Ml ays,"
Umo vice president and Defence Mnister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak said
recently.

Sebastian, who is known for his hard-hitting and relentless style of
guestioni ng, also caught Mistafa off-guard and uncertain when he asked
about PAS views on suicide bormbings and the party's relations with Hanas
the Palestinian nmilitant group which takes responsibility for suicide
bonbi ngs, and the Hi zbullah, the Lebanese nilitant organisation.

Mist af a sai d these organi sations were freedom fighters but when
Sebastian said PAS relations with these groups was inconsistent with its
procl amati on of being a noderate Islanmic party, Mistafa, tried to distance
the party, saying that it was a "long tine ago" that PAS played host to the
Hamas and Hi zbul | ah | eaders.

Sebastian then referred to his notes and reni nded Mistafa that the | ast
time was "was only in May |ast year."

Must af a, apparently caught off-guard, said: "Yes, (but) it does not
mean when we support freedomfighters, we agree to every act by thent

Must af a then re-phrased hinself and said PAS "did not support"” Hamas if
its nenbers blew thenselves up to kill innocent civilians and it was
justified for themto do so against the Israeli mlitary which had



commtted all kinds of atrocities against the Palestinians

This again conflicted with Hadi's views at the party general assenbly
two weeks ago where he descri bed Hanas suicide bonbers as "martyrs".

To anot her question, Miustafa agreed with Sebastian that if the party
cane to power, it would adopt the "one country, two systens" type of
gover nment .

Sebastian: " You will also have the death sentence for those who want
to renounce | sl anf".
Mustafa: " No, no. no. There is no conmpul sion for people to enbrace

Islam |If they enmbrace Islam and quietly w thout anybody's know edge |eft
Islam they can get (away) scot-free..if they announce to the world that
they are leaving Islam it's tantanount to declaring war on Islam that
Islamis bad..."

Here, Mustafa was again caught off-guard when Sebastian said this neant
that PAS rejected the Universal Declaration on Human Ri ghts under which
everyone has the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion,
including the freedomto change his religion or belief either alone or in
conmunity with others in public or in private.

Mustafa: If you want to leave Islamquietly, it's up to him if you
renounce openly then he nust be up to sonething..

Sebastian: But the Universal Declaration on Human Rights allows himto
do it openly...

Must af a: We have to discuss on this.
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