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Abdul | ah- Econoni st
MUSTAPA ARTI CLE SENT TO "THE ECONOM ST"

| POH, May 3 (Bernamm) -- An article witten by the National Econonic
Action Council's (NEAC) Executive Director Datuk Mistapa Mhaned has been
sent to the nagazine, "The Economist", said Acting Prime M nister Datuk
Seri Abdul | ah Ahnmad Badaw today.

He said the article refuted several points in the nagazine's April 5-11
edition which belittled the contribution and |eadership of Prinme Mnister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad.

Abdul l ah said a letter pointing out the m stakes contained in the
artile had al so been sent to the | ondon-based nagazi ne

"The letter pointed out their mistakes which should be corrected. W
shall wait for their reaction,” he said after a neeting with the Perak Umo
Li ai son Body at the Menteri Besar's residence, here

Anong ot hers, the magazi ne had concluded that Dr Mhathir could
possi bly be described as a failure because his dream of transform ng
Mal aysia into a devel oped nation by the year 2020 as outlined in the Vision
2020, would be very difficult to achieve.

It also belittled the capability of Dr Mahathir, whom it described as a
dictator, and in fact |ooked down on the ability of his successor,

Abdul | ah.

The article, "The Changing of Guard - A Survey of Ml aysia", was
witten by Christopher Lockwood.

Abdul I ah said that prior to this, its Editor-in-Chief had replied the
letter sent by the Home M nistry.

"They are prepared to apologise if there are factual errors in the
article. They also give us space to refute any of their views," he said.

Various groups, including Abdullah, had earlier asked the nagazine to
apol i gise for carrying the article.
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