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NAJI B TO BRI EF | NDI AN NGOs ON NATI ONAL SERVI CE

KUALA LUMPUR, June 27 (Bernanmm) -- Defence Mnister Datuk Seri Najib
Tun Razak will brief Indian non-governnental organisations (NG3s) and youth
organi sations on the National Service programe soon, said M C President
Datuk Seri S. Samy Vellu today.

He said that while the MC, the |argest |Indian-based political party in
the country, supported the National Service programe, it was inportant
that Najib provided a clearer picture on the programme to the conmunity.

"He has agreed to give a briefing on the National Service," he told
reporters after the party's central working conmttee neeting at the MC
headquarters here.

He said the tinme and date for the briefing had yet to be decided and
the MC was waiting for the details from Najib.

The National Service progranme, nooted by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad, will be inpl enented next year.

On governnent schol arshi ps, Sany Vellu, who is also Wrks Mnister,
said the MC was dissatisfied with the criteria used by the Public Service
Departnment (PSD) for the purpose.

"We have students with 11 and 12 As but are not awarded the
schol arshi ps. W have asked these students to re-apply and appeal agai nst
the PSD s decision," he said.

He said the MC felt that there should be a standard criteria to pick
t he best candidates for the schol arshi ps.

"Many students are conplaining. | have spoken to the PSD
Director-Ceneral (Datuk Seri Ahmad Damanhuri) and he has hel ped out in sone
cases but we cannot be going on a case-to-case basis year in and year out,"
he said.

He al so expressed di sappoi ntnent that only one Indian candi date was
given a place to study nedicine in Universiti Ml aya this year conpared to
16 in the past.

"I brought the matter up with the Education Mnister (Tan Sri Misa
Mohamad) and he agreed to give five places but not in Universiti Ml aya. W
feel that the 16 places in the university should be revert to the Indian
community, " he said.

According to Sany Vellu, there are about 400 Indian students pursuing a
course in nedicine in Russia, 70 in Romania and 120 in Indonesia, each
spendi ng nore than US$50, 000 ( RML90, 000).

"All of themdid not get any help from anyone, except the M C which
provi des them study grants. But there is another problem..the Education
Mnistry seens to change its mnd according to its whins and fancies as to
whi ch medi cal college to recogni se and not.

"The advice to parents is to check first if the university is
recogni sed. W do not want to waste tinme and noney sendi ng our students
t here when the degree is not recognised,"” he said.

He said he would bring the matter up at the Cabinet neeting and in his
meeting with Prime Mnister and his deputy, Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad
Badawi .
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