24 FEB 2003
NAM Siti Hasmah (Statenent)
NAM FI RST LADI ES SAY "NO TO WAR'

By Harlina Sanson

PUTRAJAYA, Feb 24 (Bernama) -- As war |oons over Iraq, the Non-Aligned
Moverrent's (NAM First Ladies Dial ogue today adopted a statenent which
anong ot her things, calls for peace and says "No To War"

Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohamed Ali, the wife of the Ml aysian Prine
M nister, said the statement of the First Ladi es and acconpanyi ng spouses
woul d be subnmitted to the NAM Chai rman Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad, who
will make a closing statement at the end of the Kuala Lunmpur Sunmit
t onor r ow.

She said the dialogue's final statenent was nostly on wonen's concerns
about peace and saying "NO TO WAR', and their appeals to governnents to
prevent arned conflicts and to devote nore resources to building and
sust ai ni ng peace.

"Qur intention is to express our concerns about war and having had the
summary adopted as the dialogue's final statenent, we hope to present it to
the Chairman of NAM so that he would include it in his final speech at the
closing of the sunmt.

"We hope that he will include the concerns of the First Ladies (and
acconpanyi ng spouses) about war and advocati ng peace. Hopefully, he would
i ncl ude a paragraph or two about our concerns,” she told a nedia conference
after the First Ladies D al ogue, thened "Investing in Peace", the first
ever to be held at a NAM sunmi t.

The 10-point statenent lists the concerns of the 38 spouses of heads of
state and governnent, and others, including those acconpanying mnisters
and partici pants.

Anmong ot hers, they wanted governnents to take efforts to overcone the
nmost i mm nent threats to gl obal peace, such as social and economc
inequalities that give rise to poverty, inadequate healthcare and
education, malnutrition and unenpl oyenent .

Wbren, they said, would strive to contribute towards bringing about
soci o- econom ¢ devel opnent and educating their children to devel op trust,
enpat hy, and respect for human rights and dignity.

They urged the mass nmedia, schools and institutions of higher |earning
and religious bodies to pronote formal and informal education to nurture
val ues of a lasting culture of peace, tol erence, co-existence and gender
equal ity.

Noting that all conflicts nust be resolved through United Nations
resolutions and its Charter, they said the UN Security Council should not
al l ow any pre-enptive war.

The First Ladies also called on the UNto take the lead in the gl obal
war against terrorismby tackling the root causes of disputes that gave
rise to violence

They al so called on governnments to fulfil their obligations in
accordance with international conventions and treaties relating to nucl ear
weapons and weapons of mass destruction

Dr Siti Hasmah said the discussion at the 90-m nute di al ogue was very
fruitful and the responses were encouragi ng.

"One of the spouses even suggested that a group of the First Ladies
should be initiated to go to the US and convey to the President (CGeorge W
Bush) their concerns on war against Iraq. It was a very good nove and they
realised they have to do sonething (to persuade the US not to attack
Iraq)," she said.



Asked whet her such a nove woul d be hel pful to avert war, she was
confident it would but was not sure whether the trip could materialise.

She said networking anong wonen was very inmportant as it would give
them an opportunity to share know edge and their experiences of conflicts.
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