19 FEB 2003
NAM Mahat hi r ( Magazi ne)
NAM HAS NO CHO CE BUT TO HELP RESOLVE WAR PROBLEM SAYS DR M

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 19 (Bernama) -- The Non-Aligned Myvenent (NAM has no
choice but to help resolve problens of war and terrori smbefore attention
can be focused on helping its nenbers, Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad said

The Prime Mnister said after resolving the present crisis, NAM nust
come up with a reasonable strategy and plan for hel ping the poorer nenbers
of the group with international cooperation.

"Only then will the world pay attention to the econonmic and political
probl ens faced by the nenbers of NAM " he said in his witten reply to
guestions fromthe New Voi ce of Asia nagazi ne focusing on NAM the
114- menber novenent which convenes its 13th | eaders' summit here tonorrow.

Wth nmuch of the world preoccupied with the twin issues of gl oba
terrorismand war, Dr Mahathir was asked what NAM coul d do to refocus
attention on mgjor international problens such as the narginalisation of
devel oping countries resulting fromthe advancenent of technol ogy and
inequities in the multilateral trading systemunder the Wrld Trade
Organi sation (WO.

Dr Mahathir said NAM could put forward a rational view on the causes of
terrorismand the need to renove themapart fromnerely upgradi ng security
and the use of arns.

Admitting that NAMwas still facing many problens in the political,
econoni ¢ and social fields, Dr Mahathir said the novenent had to address
themas a single body in order to achieve clout.

He was al so queried on suggestions that NAM be transfornmed into a
formal organi sation with a permanent secretariat and other administrative
i nfrastructures.

To this, Dr Mahathir said NAM nmenbers were not well off and had too
many different and conflicting interests for themto support a single
secretariat which nust reflect the views of all the different nenbers.

NAM he said, could only give general support for a very few specific
i ssues.

NAM i s not an organisation and therefore it does not have such fornal
structures as a constitution, secretariat or executive body. The novenent
has a coordinating bureau at the United Nations in New York to coordi nate
its activities.

On whether the size of the novenent had hel ped or hindered the
achi evenent of its objectives, Dr Mahathir said the nore nmenbers it had,
the nore influential NAMwould be in drawing attention to the probl ens
faced by its nmenbers.

Touchi ng on the rel evance of NAM fol |l owi ng the end of the Cold War and
the rise of a unipolar world centred on the United States, he said if
peopl e thought of NAM as a counterpoise to correct the inbalance in the
East - West confrontation, then NAM was no | onger rel evant.

But, citing the exanple of the North, which was sonmewhat divided on
whet her or not to strike Irag, Dr Mahathir said NAM could throw its wei ght
according to the wi shes of its nenbers.

In this particular case, he said it would be for or against war.

In this connection, Dr Mahathir said the priority areas in the agenda
of the NAM sunmit were current issues, particularly the inpending war on
Irag and the use of war in the resolution of international conflicts.

The spectre of United States-led war is hangi ng over the heads of
Iragis over accusations that the oil-rich country of 24 mllion possesses



weapons of nmass destruction.

Queried on whet her the consensus approach i n maki ng NAM deci si ons had
made t he nmovenent nore or | ess effective, Dr Mahathir said decision by
consensus was al ways probl emati c.

"But provided the words used are not too strong, consensus can be
achi eved, " he said.

Dr Mahat hir was al so asked whether he was optim stic about the future
of NAM countries in terns of progress nmade in socio-political areas such as
havi ng a denocratic government, peopl e-centred devel opnent and protection
of human rights.

Replying that it would be a slow and frustrating process, Dr Mahathir,
nevert hel ess, said NAM woul d al ways be a useful vehicle for the countries
of the Sout h.

The New Voice of Asia is a quarterly magazine started in 1998 to
counter negative reports on the then financial crisis. However, it ceased
to operate after one-and-a-half years.

It has been relaunched for NAM and wi |l continue to be published
quarterly. Chairman of the Malaysian Institute of Directors, Tan Sri Lim
Kok Wng, is the man behi nd t he nagazi ne.
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