07 JAN 2003
Mahat hi r - NAM
NAM HAS Pl VOTAL ROLE | N PROMOTI NG HUMANI TY AND WORLD ORDER, SAYS PM

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 7 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad says
that the Non-Aligned Movenent (NAM, whose menbers forman overwhel m ng
majority in the United Nations, has a pivotal and undoubtedly central role
to play in pronoting humanity and gl obal order

The prime mnister says that far from being obsolete in the
contenporary world order, NAM s chal |l enges today are i nexplicably varied
and remar kably gargantuan in scal e and scope

They i nclude the reduction of abject poverty, the risks to the
environnment, the marginal situation of huge numbers of people around the
worl d, the nmenace of nucl ear, chem cal and biol ogi cal weapons and gl oba
threats to human heal t h.

No | ess inportant are natural disasters, violations of human rights,
fundanent al guarantees for the individual and the world problemof drug
trafficking, he said in a nessage on the NAM Busi ness Forum from Feb 23- 24,
contained in a statenent issued by its organi ser, Asian Strategy and
Leadership Institute (Asli).

The prinme mnister says that he welcones the initiative by Asli and the
Foreign Mnistry in organising the Business Forum al ongsi de the 13t h NAM
Leaders' Summit from Feb 20-25, and expressed the hope that participants
will have a fruitful discussion.

Mal aysia is hosting the 13th NAM Sunmit which will be held at the Putra
Wrld Trade Centre (PWC) while the business forumwill be held at the
Sunway Lagoon Resort Hotel .

Dr Mahat hir says that given the challenges confronting NAM it is
therefore inperative for nmenber countries to stand united in efforts to
pronote nutual growth, devel opment and prosperity.

This is especially so when the need for the establishnment of an open,
rul e-based accountabl e, just, equitable, devel opnent-oriented and
non-di scrimnatory gl obal systemof economc relations is greater than ever
for devel opi ng countries today, he says.

He says that the world today is a significantly different place to the
one where the original Asia-Africa conference was held in Bandung in 1955,
and fromwhere NAM ori gi nat ed.

Then, Third World | eaders shared their simlar problens of resisting
the pressures of the major powers, maintaining their independence and
opposi ng col oni al i smand neo-col onialism particularly Wstern hegenony, he
sai d.

Since then, Dr Mahathir says, sweeping changes have reshaped the world
order, created new rul es of the econom c gane and redefi ned boundaries of
human cooperati on and i nteracti on.

Asli says in the statenent that the high-level NAM Busi ness Forumto be
organised jointly with Wsnma Putra and the Mal aysi a Sout h- South Associ ati on
(Massa) is ained at further enhanci ng Sout h- South cooperation.

Dr Mahathir is expected to deliver the keynote address at the forumto
be followed by a special NAM Leaders session focusi ng on "Renaki ng NAM
Enhanci ng Cooperati on" during which several heads of governnment from
participating countries have been invited to speak.

The forum to be attended by del egates from50 countries, will also
focus on enhanci ng regional and national conpetitiveness, strategies to
sustain growt h performance, bridging the devel opnmental trade and digital
divide as well as NAM s changing role in a changed world environment.
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