23 FEB 2003
NAM Mahat hir (Bil ateral s)
NAM LEADERS BEG N CALLI NG ON DR MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 23 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad wi || be kept busy today with a series of talks wi th Non-Aligned
Movenent (NAM | eaders on the sidelines of the novenent's 13th Summit.

He is scheduled to neet at | east seven | eaders apart from opening the
NAM Busi ness Forumin Petal i ng Jaya.

Zi mbabwean Presi dent Robert Migabe was the first to call on Dr Mahathir
at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre (PWC) here, the venue of the six-day
Sunmt which started on Thursday. Their tal ks | asted for about 30 mi nutes.

This was followed by talks with his Nepal ese counterpart Lokendra
Bahadur Chand, after which Dr Mahathir left the PWC for the Sunway Lagoon
Resort Hotel to deliver a keynote address at the business forum

Dr Mahathir will continue with bilateral neetings in the afternoon,

i ncluding talks with Papua New Guinea's Prime Mnister Sir M chael Somare,
Ni gerian President O usegun Cbasanjo and South African President Thabo
Moeki, the outgoing chairman of NAM

Indian Prine Mnister Atal Bihari Vaj payee and | ndonesi an Presi dent
Megawati Sukarnoputri are al so scheduled to call on Dr Mahathir in the
af t er noon.

Today is officially a rest day for the Sunmit but the PWC continues to
be a hive of activity.

A committee of 10 NAM nenber countries chaired by South Africa is
meeting today to work out a statenent on Pal esti ne.

This statenment is anong four docunments to be presented to | eaders of
the 114-nenber NAM for endorsenent when they neet for two days from
t ormor r ow.
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