24 FEB 2003

NAM LEADERS MAKE A BEELI NE TO MEET MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 24 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad, the new y appointed chairman of the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM,
had his hands full today holding bilateral nmeetings with 11 | eaders apart
from keeping tabs on the ongoing 13th NAM sunmit here.

Dr Mahathir attended the opening cerenmony of the sunmt at the Putra
Wrld Trade Centre here this norning and chaired the neeting until 3pm
before |l eaving for the bilateral neetings in an adjacent room

First to neet hi mwas Paki stani President Pervez Miusharraf foll owed by
Phi |l i ppi ne President d oria Macapagal Arroyo, Bahrain's Prine M nister
Shai kh Khal i fa Sal man Al -Khalifa, Tinor Leste President Xanana Gusnao and
Al gerian Presi dent Abdel azi z Bout efl i ka.

He then held tal ks with Afgan President Ham d Karzai, Sri Lankan
Presi dent Chandri ka Bandar anai ke Kunar at unga, Vi etnanese President Tran Duc
Luong, Bangl adeshi Prinme M ni ster Begum Khal eda Zia and Prime M nister
Rafic Hariri of Lebanon.

Dr Mahathir's bilateral talks for the day ended with a neeting with
North Korea's President of the Presidiumof the Suprene People's Assenbly,
Ki m Yong Nam

Soon after the neetings, which | asted about 20 m nutes each, Dr
Mahat hir rushed back to the sunmit hall to continue his duty of chairing
t he gat heri ng.

He will host a dinner tonight for the | eaders at the Pal ace of the
CGol den Horses in Seri Kenbangan on the outskirts of the capital.
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