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NAM W ap- up
NAM LEADERS WRAP UP SUMM T, APPEAL TO | RAQ TO DI SARM TO AVERT WAR

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 26 (Bername) -- Leaders of the devel oping world
wrapped up their sunmt here |late Tuesday by calling on Irag to conply with
United Nations Security Council resolution to disarmto avert war.

They pledged to help strengthen the UN, saying "it is an indispensable
i nternational organisation for the maintenance of peace and security."

The | eaders of the Non-Aligned Movenent (NAM, which nakes up
two-thirds of the UN, net here am dst the threat of a United States-|ed war
on Iraq over its failure to account for its weapons of nass destruction

Mal aysi an Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, who opened the
summt Monday with a strong anti-war nessage, told a press conference at
the close of the summit that NAM s i mmedi ate priorities would be to sol ve
the Pal estinian crisis and to see war was averted in Irag.

Dr Mahathir, who is the new NAM chai rman, said however it was not
necessary for |eaders of the grouping to visit Iraqg to check on the arns
i nspection as they were convinced that Baghdad was cooperating with UN
weapons i nspectors.

The | eaders said they believed a diplomatic and peaceful sol ution was
still possible even if the US had indicated it was ready to i nvade Baghdad.

Even if war was necessary, it should be authorised by the UN first, the
| eaders said.

Iraqi Vice-President Taha Yassin Ramadan, who | ed his country's
del egation to the sumrit, had invited NAMto send a hi gh-ranki ng del egati on
tolraq to | ook into Baghdad' s cooperation with the weapons i nspectors.

The conpetent authority to carry out such a task would be the arns
i nspectors. Nobody woul d take NAM | eaders' words if their findings showed
that there are no weapons of mass destruction in Baghdad,” Dr Mhathir
sai d.

The | eaders, expressing grave concern at the continued destruction and
devastation of the Pal estinian society, also demanded an i medi ate
wi t hdrawal of Israeli forces fromPalestinian territories to positions
before they were occupi ed i n Septenber 2000.

Pal estini an | eader Yasser Arafat, who had to skip the summ t because of
fears that Israel would not allow himto return, told NAMvi a vi deo
conferencing fromthe occupied territories to send a fact-finding m ssion
to Palestine to investigate Israel's war crimes.

About hal f of NAM menbers are Miuslimcountries whose | eaders expressed
solidarity with Arafat as the el ected | eader and the symbol of struggle of
t he Pal estini an peopl e.

Dr Mahathir who in his opening speech Monday called for war to be
outl awed, told the press conference that no one shoul d possess weapons of
mass destruction of whatever kind, including conventional weapons which
coul d eventual | y become weapons of mass destruction

Zi nhabwe president Robert Mugabe told the sumit that the US itself had
not destroyed its own weapons of mmss destruction as well as refusing to to
sign the treaty on nucl ear di sarmanent.

He al so sl anmed Britain, Z nbabwe's forner col onial naster, describing
it a a born-again colonialist and ferocious hunting dog "sniffing for nore
Third World bl ood".

' W&, their hunted gane, are for slaughter," said Migabe.

North Korea, facing a standoff with the US over its resunmed nucl ear
programre, took a sw pe at WAashi ngton which its Vice-President KimYong Nam



said had threatened the sovereignty and right of existence of the
devel opi ng countri es.

H's country was conpelled to withdraw fromthe Nucl ear
Non-Proliferation Treat "to cope with the grave situation in which its
suprenme interests are extrenely threatened by the reckless U S policy", Kim
sai d.

Conmenti ng on the Korean crisis, Dr Mahathir told the press conference
that he believed Pyongyang would like to negotiate directly w th Washi ngton
to resolve the standoff.

"North Korea is not really bent on declaring war or doi ng anything but
North Korea has got weapons and weapons are being tested. They are not
nucl ear weapons as far as | can make out," Dr Mhathir said.

When asked about North Korea's reported m ssile yesterday, Dr Mahathir
said:"OQther countries are al so testing weapons, so | supposed just because
they test weapons doesn't nean that they are declaring war."

The NAM | eaders decl ared their opposition to unipolarity, denouncing
unilateral mlitary actions by certain countries agai nst non-aligned or
devel oping nations, allegedly to wipe out terrorismbut only to veil a
broader political and econoni c agenda.

They condemned the use of the term"axis of evil" to target other
countries to nask political and econom c pursuits.

The | eaders underscored the need to exercise solidarity with the
targeted countries and denounced unil ateral preparation of |ists accusing
countries of supporting terrorism describing it as a formof psychol ogi ca
and political terrorism

Washi ngton has labelled Irag, Iran and North Korea, all nenbers of NAM
as the "axis of evil" for their alleged support of terrorismand their
efforts to build or acquire weapons of mass destruction.

The NAM | eaders reiterated their call for a UN-backed internationa
summt conference to identify the root causes of terrorismand fornul ate a
joint response to all forms of terrorism

They condemmed the continued unilateral application of coercive
econom ¢ and other neasures, including extra-territorial |laws, to prevent a
nunber of devel oping countries fromexercising their right to decide their
own political, econom c and soci al systens.
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