10 FEB 2003
NAM Col onbi a
NAM SHOULD FORMULATE NEWI NI Tl ATI VES, STRATEG ES

By: Harlina Samson

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 10 (Bernama) -- The 114-nenber Non- Al i gned Myvenent
(NAM) should formulate newinitiatives and solid strategies to enable
menber countries to play pro-active roles in global politics and
i nternational rel ations.

Col onbi an Anbassador to Mal aysia Fernando Marin Valencia said with
cl ear goal s, strategies and procedures, the novenent could actively
confront and resol ve gl obal issues.

"Col onbi a believes that the NAM can be a very inportant agent in the
definition of a fair and just international order

"The novenent nust not have the attitude of nerely reacting to the
energi ng i ssues and the policies adopted by the devel oped countries," he
tol d Bernama during an interview ahead of the 13th NAM Sunmmit to be held
here fromFeb 20 to 25.

In this context, he said Colonbia felt the novenent needed to re-define
its agenda in a rational way that allowed the projection of the novenent
i ke authorised spokesmen of the world in international foruns.

The envoy said "togetherness in working out work nethods is not only
consistent with NAM s culture" but also positive in the face of innovative
i deas that are ventilated in the international scene.

He said Col onbi a, being one of the previous chairs of the NAM
mai ntained its confidence on the validity and i nportance of the principles
that inspired NAM s creation, such as respect for human rights and
international law, equality, non-intervention, peaceful solution of
conflicts and co-operati on anbngst nations.

"Col onbia views the NAM as a political and noral force for those
countries on their way to devel opnent,"” he said, stressing that the
movenent was rel evant in balancing rich with poor countries.

Col onbi a hosted the novenent's sunmit in 1995 in Cartagena while the
| ast sunmmit was held in Durban, South Africa in 1998.

Val enci a, who was just posted here six nonths ago, expressed confidence
that the Kuala Lunmpur Summit themed "Continuing the Revitalisation of the
NAM' coul d enhance the novenent's presence in multilateral forumand | ook
for common positions in nmultilateral negotiations.

However, he cautioned that the revitalisation and enhancenment of the
movenent woul d al so depend on the political will of its nenber countries.

Reaffirmng its best wishes for the success of the chairmanship of
Mal aysi a, he was confident that with Mal aysia's international experience
and | eadership abilities, the country could | ead the novenent well.

"Mal aysia is a very inportant country and it was able to develop itself
into the nobst successful anpbngst the devel oping countries. (Prime M nister)
Dr Mahat hir (Mohamad) is a good | eader and we are confident that Ml aysia
can do a great job leading the NAM for the next three years," he said.

On whether there is a need to have a permanent secretariat for the
nmovenent, Val encia said the possibility of establishing such a secretari at
had been di scussed several tines, but there was no consensus.

As the novenent had been able to survive for 42 years wi thout a
per manent secretariat, Colonbia believed that it woul d pose severa
probl ens |ike financial contributions and choosing the bureaucracy, he
sai d.

On NAM s role in addressi ng some of the global issues like terrorism
and its threats, unilateralism inbalance between the rich and poor nations



and domi nance of rich over poor countries, he said current challenges were
transnati onal in nature.

"To face these challenges, the only answer is international
cooperation. No single country can deal with these challenges onits own,"
he sai d.

Val enci a said the NAM shoul d al so consider the "political" aspect of
the econom c issues as there was a trend to | eave the main inpul se of
econom ¢ devel opnent to nmarket forces.

Saying that there were problens that renmained unresol ved such as the
debt problem which is an econonmic matter, he said it would not be resol ved
wi thout political wll.

The NAM had tried in the past to establish different nmechanisns for
econom ¢ cooperation anbng its nenber, but there was very little success.

Nevert hel ess, he said NAM neetings were a great opportunity for
di pl omati c and econom c contacts anong nenber countries as nost of themdid
not have the capacity to have diplomatic mssions in all the other
countri es.

On whether the NAM faced difficulty to reach a consensus on issues
because of the sheer number in the nmovenent, Valencia said it was not due
to the number of its menbers but rather due to differences in bilatera
i ssues.

The NAM which held its first summt in Belgrade in 1961 and now has
114 nmenber countries in Africa, Asia, Latin Anmerica and the Carri bean, was
forned at the height of the Cold War by countries wi shing to be free from
the influence of the United States-led Western Bl oc and t he Sovi et
Uni on-control | ed Eastern Bl oc.
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