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KUALA LUVMPUR, Feb 2 (Bernama) -- The forthcomi ng 13th Non-Aligned
Movenent (NAM Summit here is without any doubt the biggest ever
international political conference organi sed by Ml aysi a.

The majority of the 114-nenber countries is expected to attend the six
day neeting scheduled fromFeb 20 to 25 at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre.

The government has sent its mnisters to various countries in Africa,
Asia and South Anmerica to ensure their participation in the NAM sunmit,
which is the largest political forumoutside the United Nations, which now
has 191 menbers.

The |l ast major international event organi sed by Ml aysi a under Prinme
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad was the Commonweal th Heads of
Governnent Meeting (CHOGW) in Cctober 1989 attended by nmore than 50
countri es.

In the past Ml aysia under Dr Mahat hir had al so hosted the inaugural
summt of the Group of Fifteen (G 15) devel opi ng nations here in June 1990
as well the seventh G 15 summit in Novenber 1997.

The formation of the G 15 itself was an initiative taken at the ninth
NAM summit in Bel grade, Yugoslavia in Septenber 1989. The group which now
has 19 nmenbers pronotes South-South cooperation in trade, investnent and
t echnol ogy, besi des pronoting North-South dial ogue.

Mal aysi a was al so the venue for the sixth Asia Pacific Economc
Cooperation (APEC) forumsumit in Novenber 1998. Apec with 21 nenbers now,
was established in 1989 as an informal consultative econonic forum

On the regional side, Kuala Lunpur hosted the Second Associ ati on of
Sout heast Asian Nations (Asean) Summit in August 1977.

Mal aysi a al so pl ayed host to the second Asean Informal summit here in
Decenber 1997.

Two years ago in June 2000, Ml aysia wel conmed Foreign Mnisters of the
Organi sation of Islanmic Conference (OC) to the 27th session of the (O C
FM neeting at the Pal ace of the Gol den Horses here.

The extraordi nary session of the Islam c Conference of Foreign
M nisters on Terrorismto discuss the issue of terrorismfollow ng the
gl obal devel opnents of post Septenber 11, was anot her inportant
international political event organised by Malaysia. It was held in Apri
2002.

Mal aysi a had al so hosted vari ous regional and internati onal
conferences, at mnisterial and parliamentary | evels besides internationa
foruns and di al ogues.

Dr Mahathir also took the initiative to organi se the Langkaw
International Dialogue (LID) to pronote South-South Cooperation.

Mal aysia, an Islamic State, is scheduled to host the 10th O C sunmmt in
Cct ober this year.

The sunmit is scheduled for Cct 23 and Oct 24 in Putrajaya, Malaysia's
Federal administrative capital

The A C which has 57 nenbers was established in Rabat, Mdrocco in 1969,
also on the initiative of Malaysia to strenghten Islamc solidarity and
pronote cooperation in the econom c, social and cultural fields.

For NAMrel ated stories, |long on to www nan2003. com
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