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NAM Tr ade
M SI A ENJOYS COVWENDABLE TRADE W TH NAM COUNTRI ES, SAYS RAFI DAH

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 18 (Bernama) -- Ml aysia has been enjoying
comendabl e trade with nmenbers of the Non-Aligned Movenent (NAM in the
| ast 10 years, International Trade and Industry Mnister Datuk Seri Rafidah
Azi z said today.

"The growth in trade between Ml aysia and nenber countries of NAM over
the | ast decade has been encouraging,"” she said at the opening of Showcase
Mal aysi a 2003 and Mal aysia Tourism Fair 2003 at the Putra Wrld Trade
Centre here in conjunction with the 13th NAM Sunmmit from Feb 20 to 25.

The trade exposition and the fair were opened by Prime Mnister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad and will run until Feb 26.

Rafi dah said Malaysia's trade with NAM countries rose to RML94.7
billion last year fromRwWb1 billion in 1992.

Exports in 2002 were valued at RML15.4 billion while inports stood at
RW79.3 billion, she said.

"It is hoped that Showcase Ml aysia and Ml aysia Tourism Fair woul d
serve to further enhance business and tourism |inkages anbng NAM nenber
countries," she said.

Raf i dah said Showcase Mal aysia would al so be the focal point during the
NAM summit for international and |ocal business representatives to
establish contacts and forge business |inks.

Rafi dah said over 500 conpanies were participating in the exposition,
di splaying their products and services at an exhibition area of 14,000
square metres. It is organised by the Ml aysian External Trade Devel opnent
Cor poration (Matrade).

As for the tourismfair, she said, the participation by 59
organi sations would provide delegates with information on tourist
destinations in Mlaysia.

The fair gives delegates the opportunity to see a cross-section of
Mal aysi an heritage such as handicraft denonstrations and col ourful dances.
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