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NAME- CALLI NG S' PORE' S WAY | N DEALI NG W TH DI SPUTE

By: Sal bi ah Sai d

SI NGAPORE, Feb 17 (Bernama) -- The verbal sparring episode in the
| ove-hate rel ati onshi p between Ml aysi a and Si ngapore after their divorce
in 1965, took on a nore dramatic twist with the republic resorting to
name-cal | i ng and character assasination as a way to dealing with their
di sput e.

Si ngapore's chief target is no other than Mal aysian Prine M nister
Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad after his disclosure on Friday that his
Si ngapore counterpart, Goh Chok Tong, has opposed the building of a new
bridge to link both countri es.

On Saturday, the Mnistry of Foreign Affairs (MFA) here called Dr
Mahat hir an "entertaining storyteller" for saying that Goh has opposed the
construction of the bridge because he was nostal gic over the Causeway, and
clai med that Goh has bl ocked a plan to replace the Causeway with a new
span.

"Prime Mnister Mahathir is an entertaining story-teller," an MFA
spokesnman said in a statenent.

Yesterday's Sunday Tines focused on two main stories on Dr Mahathir,
one an article headlined 'Dr Mahathir - the storyteller' and another
tracing the history of the Malaysian premier headlined 'It started with a
snub' .

The 'storyteller' article focused on the MFA's response to Dr
Mahathir's remarks in Johor on Friday that Malaysia will proceed with the
construction of the new bridge on the Johor side despite the | ack of
cooperation from Si ngapore

Dr Mahathir al so revealed that he was informed by Senior Mnister Lee
Kuan Yew that Goh was not in favour of the project. "Because he (Goh) has a
sense of nostal gia over the Causeway, he (Lee) said that we (Ml aysia and
Si ngapore) can construct the bridge after Goh Chok Tong's retirement..this
is what he (Lee) told ne," Dr Mahathir said.

The second article by its senior witer, Susan Long, delves into
hi story to understand Dr Mahathir, "as the one man who [ oonms large in the
ongoi ng di sputes Singapore is having with Ml aysia."

Dr Mahathir, in her intro, was described as a young, billiant medica
student in Singapore in the 1940s, taking a break fromhis studies to go on
an outing.

"He had cheerfully directed a Chinese taxi driver to take himto the
home of a woman friend. Then his smle froze: the taxi driver
uncer enoni ously dropped himoff at the servants' quarters of the house. For
soneone who had al ways worn his Mal ayness and i deas of social justice |ike
a bridge of honour, that proved the ultinate snub," wites Long in the
Sunday Ti nes.

In short, she says, "Dr Mahathir Mohamad is the first Ml aysian Prine
M ni ster to have studied in Singapore, and perhaps his years here at the
King Edward Vi1 Col | ege noul ded views that have stayed with himthe past
century."

"He sees Singaporean Chinese as nercenary, insular, selfish, arrogant
and never having crossed the Causeway. lronically, however, his years here
al so taught himone thing: Mney has to cone first if he wants to put
Mal ays first."

Fromstoryteller, Dr Mahathir is now a spin doctor. At least this is
what his counterpart Goh Chok Tong now calls him



Goh's description of Dr Mahathir was in quotes in today's Straits
Ti mes. Headlined ' Spin Doctors, Nostalgia, And Qher Distractions', the
newspaper published quotes of Goh's remarks to what it describes as 'verba
assault fromDr Mahathir'.

On Dr Mahathir's "jibes' after Singapore released letters between the
| eaders on both sides to show why bilateral negotiations broke down, it
quot ed Goh as saying: "Many Western | eaders enpl oy professional speech
witers to give a spinto their positions. Dr Mahathir is a very good spin
doctor."

"Conpare himto the best, | think he spins a story very well. W in
Si ngapore are | ess good at spinning stories. W prefer the nore serious
approach, giving facts and figures,"” Goh said.

Goh described hinself as nore of a practical person than a nostalgic
person, when asked to coment on Dr Mahathir's renarks that he was
nostal gi c over not wanting to denplish the 80-year-old Causeway.

"I"'mnore a practical person than a nostal gic person. Yes in sone
instances, | ama romantic at heart. In ny younger days, | |oved novels and
| liked literature but | chose econom cs as ny subject...at university. So
the practical side of nme ruled."

Sonme call it verbal sparring, others call it verbal attacks. Goh calls
t he ongoi ng spats between Ml aysi a and Si ngapore as verbal acrobatics. He
said he has no intention to engage in verbal sparring with Dr Mahathir.

"You engage in further verbal acrobatics, it'll get us nowhere. It'l]
distract the people and this not a tinme to distract our own people.
Certainly fromour point of view, we want to speak quite frankly to
Si ngapr eans about the econom ¢ situation, about further retrenchnents...and
how to cope with sl ower growh for this year.'

Today, a tabloid owned by Medi aCorp Press has a front page |ead story
on Goh's description of Dr Mahathir as a spin doctor.

"Wile anal ysts fromboth sides of the Causeway are still scratching
their heads about Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad's renarkable oratory in
Johor |ast week, Prime Mnister Goh Chok Tong summed up the nan and his
performance in two words yesterday: Spin doctor."

But the Singapore nedia's attack does not just stop at Dr Mahathir
Syed Ham d is al so not spared.

On Dec 29, 2002 columist Chua Lee Hoong of the Straits Tines described
Syed Hami d as being known for his verbal flip-flops and contortions, or
what m ght be called his 'Al bar-risns.'

Mal aysi a and Si ngapore are | ocked in a dispute over the price of water
and the sovereignty of Pulau Batu Puteh or Pedra Branca as Singapore calls
it.

On Feb 6, both sides signed the special agreenent to refer the Pul au
Batu Puteh dispute to the International Court of Justice (I1CJ) but they
remai ned deeply divided over the issue of sovereignty of the island.

Goh said yesterday that he did not want to engage in further verba
acrobatics with Dr Mahathir. But will this stop the Singapore nedia from
spinning its wheel on Ml aysi an | eaders?
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