19 MAY 2003
Nasyo- Mahat hi r
NASYO TO WRI TE TO DR MAHATHI R TO REQUEST GOVT' S HELP

KUALA LUMPUR, May 19 (Bernama) -- The Non-Aligned Students and Youth
Organi sation (Nasyo) will wite to Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad to
request the governnent's approval to establish Nasyo's headquarters in
Mal aysia, following its decision to vacate its present headquarters in
Baghdad, Iraqg.

Nasyo deputy general secretary and head of foreign affairs
N. Bossoondoyal said today that he conveyed Nasyo's plans to the prine
m ni ster when they net briefly during the National Youth Day cel ebrations
at the Putra Stadium Bukit Jalil, |ast Thursday.

"We still consider Kuala Lunmpur as the best place (for the
headquarters) as it will provide us the opportunity to work nore
ent husi astically as the NAM (Non- Al i gned Movenent), which our principles
are based on, is also being chaired by Malaysia," he told Bernana in an
i ntervi ew here.

He said he al so planned to neet Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Ham d
Al bar and Youth and Sports M nister Datuk H shanmuddi n Tun Hussein to brief
themon Nasyo's plans to establish its headquarters in Ml aysi a.

Bossoondoyal , who is also a vice-president of the Wrld Assenbly of
Youth (WAY), said Nasyo was | ooking into noving its headquarters from
Baghdad because it was no | onger conducive to operate in the current
security and political situation in Iraqg.

The Nasyo head of fice was damaged in the US-Ied invasion of Irag and
its equi prent, including some presented by Ml aysi an youth bodi es, was
| oot ed.

Nasyo was established in Baghdad in April 1993 and has affiliated
menbers in 100 countries. It has no Iinks with NAM and oper at es
i ndependent | y.

Nasyo, which contributes to pronoting the principles of non-aligned
policy, is an international organisation conprising students and youth
bodi es which fight for gender equality, peace and disarmanent and is
agai nst inperialism colonialismand raci sm anong ot hers.

The organi sation has consultative status with the United Nations
Econom ¢ and Soci al Council (Ecosoc).
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